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I'LL HOLD NEW MAYOR TO ACCOUNT 





David Cameron is to play in 
a Downing Street 
showpiece football game to 
show the Government's 
support for west London's 
initiative to counter 
radicalisation and gang 
culture 

Pictures: Richard Austin and 
SWNS, inset 
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Rock legend’s 
basement exit 

ROCK legend Brian May and TV 
star Anita Dobson are quitting 
their west London home after 
blaming basement-building 
neighbours and Kensington and 
Chelsea council for driving them 
out and 'ruining their lives' 

The Queen guitarist and his 
wife are to move to the country 
after a scathing attack on the 
council for allowing so many 
iceberg homes in their 
neighbourhood. 

May claims that living with 
home extensions by"basement- 
building Barbarians" has 
become so stressful that one of 
his neighbours died from 
nervous exhaustion. 

REPORT, PAGE 5 

Toxic tax fears 

HUNDREDS of thousands of 
motorists face paying £24 for 
driving in central London after 
Labour's new mayor proposed 
an extra charge on polluting 
cars. 

The £12.50'toxic tax'would 
be paid on top of the £11.50 
congestion charge to penalise 
motorists whose cars belch out 
the most toxic fumes. 

REPORT, PAGE 3 

FI idea stalls 

RUMOURS that Formula One 
Grand Prix motor racing could 
take over the streets of London 
as soon as next year have been 
rubbished by City Hall chiefs, 
after the sport's chief executive 
hinted that he believed a deal 
could be done. 

REPORT, PAGE 10 
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PM backs 

football 

initiative 
to combat 
extremism 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geofJ@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

PRIME Minister David Cameron is 
to play in a football match in Down¬ 
ing Street with teenagers from a 
west-London gang-busting project as 
the Government backs its pioneer¬ 
ing drive against radicalisation. 

The Premier is to join a team of 
youngsters in a game against a 


Exciting New Flexible 
Childcare Facilities 
Now Open! 


youth side from Molenbeek, the Bel¬ 
gian town at the centre of recent ter¬ 
ror atrocities. 

The show match will be held in 
the street outside No 10 to show that 
the Government is getting behind 
plans to roll out the scheme all over 
London. The Kensington-based 
Unity of Faiths Foundation’s Foot¬ 
ball for Unity project, hailed for 
scoring new futures for more than a 
thousand disadvantaged 
teenagers in west Lon¬ 
don, is to be spread 
across the capital as the 
smart new game plan 
against the city’s prob¬ 
lem with gangs, knife 
crime and radicalisa¬ 
tion. 

REPORT, PAGE 8 
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BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

PATIENTS should consider pay¬ 
ing for private healthcare in or¬ 
der to cut waiting times at over¬ 
stretched London surgeries, a top 
NHS commissioner has said. 

Dr Seth Rankin, a managing 
partner at the Wandsworth Med¬ 
ical Centre, said the NHS was un¬ 
der strain and that more patients 
seeing private doctors would help 
to ease the burden. 

In an interview with the Lon¬ 
don Weekly News, he said the 
NHS had become “really incon¬ 
venient” for many people and 
that health bosses should “think 
outside the box” to reduce the 
pressure. 

More private GPs’ services 
should be introduced alongside 
the NHS to help the healthcare 
system cope with demand, he 
suggested. 

“The cost of the NHS across the 
board is really low and it pro¬ 
vides huge amounts of work, but 
it is just really inconvenient for 
many people,” he said. “The NHS 
does a great job and we look after 
a lot of people with really com¬ 
plex problems. But the worse 
your health problem is the more 
resources are devoted to it, which 
has opened up a gap for those peo¬ 
ple who need something straight 
away.” 

Dr Rankin, 54, who was born 
in New Zealand but has worked 
in London since 1998, has 
launched several of his own ‘pop¬ 
up’ practices in the capital’s com¬ 
muter hotspots, including Lon¬ 


don Bridge, King’s Cross and Liv¬ 
erpool Street. 

Patients can pay £55 for a 15- 
minute appointment with the 
London Doctors Clinic rather 
than waiting days - or even 
weeks - for an NHS appointment. 

The clinics are tiny, with just 
a single member of staff working 
as receptionist and administra¬ 
tor, alongside a professional GP. 
But the ability to book at short 

There are huge 
numbers of people 
who would rather go 
online, book an 
appointment and 
know that they are 
going to be seen at 
that time or very close 

Dr Seth Rankin 


An alternative view 

Alan Taman, campaign 
manager for Keep Our NHS 
Public, warned against 
"opportunistic" moves that 
could create a "two-tier system" 
for GP services. 

He said:"GP services need to 
remain for all, funded properly 
and answerable to the public. 
This privatisation is not the 
answer - it is a threat." 


notice, he said, would help to free 
up vital resources for NHS doc¬ 
tors to treat patients with more 
serious illnesses. 

Dr Rankin also said increasing 
the availability of low-cost, pri¬ 
vate GP services would cut wait¬ 
ing times for patients with minor 
ailments and prevent accident 
and emergency departments be¬ 
coming swamped with people 
seeking treatment. 

“The NHS does an amazing job 
of looking after you when you 
physically really need some¬ 
thing - but it cannot do that and 
provide convenience,” he added. 

“It is really difficult to provide 
chronic long-term disease serv¬ 
ices and acute same-day illness 
services - and because of all 
those inconveniences people end 
up going to accident and emer¬ 
gency or walk-in centres and 
waiting for a while. 

“There are huge numbers of 
people who would rather go on¬ 
line, book an appointment and 
know that they are going to be 
seen at that time or very close.” 

He said there needed to be “in¬ 
novation outside the system” be¬ 
cause the entrenched practices 
within the NHS made it difficult 
to change a struggling system. 

“Don’t try and privatise the 
NHS, don’t try and change it too 
much,” he said. “Leave it alone - 
it’s actually doing a good job of 
looking after people and doing it 
cheaply. 

“But there should be an awful 
lot more stuff that runs alongside 
the NHS that can take the pres¬ 
sure off. That’s what I advocate.” 
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John Cooper Clarke endures - 


and more than that. The poet 

goes from strength to strength 


and is reaching a new 
generation of followers 

CAPITAL NIGHTS, PAGE 14 
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London College of Music 
students dazzled the audience 
with their talent at their 
Graduate Showcase concert. 

London College of Music 
"Camerata" opened the 
evening with a performance of 
Mathias' Processional, 
conducted by graduating 
student Gavin Fernandes. 

They also performed the 
winning entry in the LCM 
composition competition. 
Overture by George Burton, 
and closed the first half with a 
rendition of Shostakovich's 
Piano Concerto No2. 

Other highlights of the 
evening included a lively 
version of Primavera Portena 
by Astor Piazolla, featuring 
accordion player Aurimas 
Goris. 

He said: "We decided to 
really go for it and play like 
this is our last ever 
performance." 

Student Nicole Reynolds 
performed her original track 
inspired by the story of the 
first transgender woman in 
America. 



Mayor’s new ‘toxic tax’ could drive 
motorists off the road, critics warn 


BY LWN REPORTER 

edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

HUNDREDS of thousands of 
motorists face paying £24 for 
driving in central London af¬ 
ter Labour’s new mayor pro¬ 
posed an extra charge on pol¬ 
luting cars. 

The £12.50 ‘toxic tax’ 
would be paid on top of the 
£11.50 congestion charge to 
penalise motorists whose 
cars belch out the most toxic 
fumes. 

But the new toxicity level 
was branded a ‘tax on the 
poor’ by motoring organisa¬ 
tions which say drivers will 
be paying the price for “dirty 
lorries and buses”. 

The £12.50 toxicity levy 
planned by Sadiq Khan 
would cover the same area 
as the £11.50 Congestion 
Charge and use its network 
of cameras to identify the 
very worst polluting vehicles 
entering the zone. 



A new tax on polluting cars 
will ramp up the cost of 
driving in central London 


The AA, the country’s 
most popular breakdown 
cover provider, said it was 
unfair to land mototists with 
yet another bill, especially 
when it would be targeting 
the wrong people. 

A spokesman said: “There 
is always a knee-jerk reac¬ 
tion to blame cars. London¬ 
ers manage significantly less 
mileage a year than other 
UK drivers, anyway. Is it a 
fair charge, or is it being 
done because of dirty lorries 
and buses? The diesel car 
ownership in London is also 
much less than elsewhere. 

“We did a survey in April 
which found 71 per cent of 
motorists had a petrol car, 
compared to 28 per cent 
diesel. 

“In other parts of the 
country the divide was 
closer, 59 to 41 per cent, re¬ 
spectively. 

“Careful consideration 
has to go into this. The issue 


has been debated for a long 
while, and London and other 
cities are under pressure to 
reduce pollution. 

“For instance, the newer 
generation of diesel cars will 
comply with regulations, so 
the drivers being hit are the 
ones that will be least able 
to afford it as they will be re¬ 
lying on older cars. 

“This means it is effec¬ 
tively a tax on less well off 
families, which is dispropor¬ 
tionate. 

“The other question is 
how long will they be given 
before these changes come 
in. If you give them enough 
time to plan, it may be a bit 
fairer. 

“The big question is, is 
this being aimed at the right 
people, and the key will be 
the length of time there is be¬ 
fore it comes into force. 

“It is a complex issue, and 
politicians have got it wrong 
in the past.” 


Motorists whose car, vans 
and motorbike fail to meet 
set emission standards will 
have to pay a £12.50 charge 
for travelling in the ULEZ 
(ultra low emission zone). 

It is among a string of 
measures in a consultation 
by Mr Khan who knows he 
will be judged on whether he 
succeeds in tackling the cap¬ 
ital’s toxic air blamed for a 
death toll of up to 9,400-a- 
year. 

Mr Khan said: “We need 
big, bold and sometimes dif¬ 
ficult policies if London is to 
match the scale of the chal¬ 
lenge. 

“I have been elected with 
a clear mandate to clean up 
London’s air - our biggest en¬ 
vironmental challenge. 

“In the past, London has 
only responded after an 
emergency, like with the 
Clean Air Act, which fol¬ 
lowed the Great London 
Smogs of the 1950s.” 


Key children’s 
services role 

CLARE Chamberlain has been 
appointed as interim director of 
children's services for the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, Westminster council and 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
council. 

The appointment, which came 
into effect on May 9, was made by 
the councils'three cabinet 
members responsible for 
children's services. 

Ms Chamberlain was previously 
the director of family services at 
the royal borough, leading work 
on a programme to enhance the 
skills of children's social workers 
across the three local authorities. 

The three boroughs'children's 
services received high praise in 
March from Ofsted when two 
were rated as outstanding and 
one as good. 

Ms Chamberlain said:"I am 
delighted to have been given the 
opportunity to lead children's 
services for these three very 
strong councils. It will be a 
privilege to work in a leadership 
role with the managers and staff 
who I know to be dedicated to 
serving children and their 
families." 

Nicholas Holgate, town clerk of 
the royal borough, said: "I am 
pleased that Clare's hard work has 
been recognised and that she has 
the opportunity to lead such an 
excellent team. I look forward to 
seeing how she will bring her 
considerable skills and experience 
to bear." 

Merger offers 
more reading 

RESIDENTS will be able to choose 
from thousands more eBook titles 
to read on their smartphones and 
tablets following the launch of a 
new library app which contains 
the complete eBook collections of 
the Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea, Westminster council 
and Hammersmith and Fulham 
council. 

The three authoritiues have 
signed contracts to merge their 
three individual collections into 
one single collection for the 
benefit of library customers. 

To download the app go to 
your device's app store and follow 
the on screen instructions. Enter 
your library card number once to 
register and then you can 
download and read wherever you 
want. For more information email 
libraries@rbkc.gov. uk 
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BBC to face scrutiny 
over its top stars’ pay 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

THE BBC is set to face awk¬ 
ward questions when MPs de¬ 
bate how much of the public’s 
money it pays to its stars, 
after new figures revealed 
that some of its high-paid pre¬ 
senters’ shows are not among 
those most popular with 
viewers. 

Figures show that recent 
programmes presented by 
some of those believed to be 
among the BBC’s best-paid 
talent are not even in BBCl’s 
top 30 shows. 

The BBC admits that nine 
of its biggest names are cur¬ 
rently paid in excess of 
£500,000 a year. Last week The 
Guardian reported that the 
high earners include Match 
Of The Day presenter Gary 
Lineker and chat show host 
Graham Norton. 

Both stars are reported to 
be paid around £2 million. 

But although the BBC has 
been told by the Government 
to name the stars who are 
paid more than its £450,000-a- 
year Director General Tony 
Hall, if MPs make a cost-per- 
viewer probe when the Gov¬ 
ernment Bill for the future of 
the BBC is debated in Parlia¬ 
ment there could be red faces 
at Broadcasting House. 

Figures released by the 
Broadcasters Audience Re¬ 


search Board show that nei¬ 
ther Match Of The Day nor 
The Graham Norton Show 
made it into the list of the 30 
most-watched BBC1 pro¬ 
grammes for the week ending 
May 1 

Both shows had audiences 
smaller than BBCl’s 30th 
most-popular programme of 
the week, which was the BBC 
News on Sunday with 3.58 
million viewers. 

The top five slots in the of¬ 
ficial ratings were taken by 
EastEnders, with audiences 
ranging from 7.19 million to 
6.16 million. 

But EastEnders stars are 
not among the BBC’s highest 
paid. The Radio Times has re¬ 
ported that the soap’s actors 
are paid between £120,000 and 
£200,000 a year. 

However, the BBC argues 
that its highest-paid stars 
often front more than one 
programme - Graham Nor¬ 
ton hosts a Radio 2 show 
along with presenting The 
Eurovision Song Contest t 
and awards shows and an- ' 
other big-earner, Chris 
Evans, earns up to £2 
million for his radio 
show, One Show appear¬ 
ances and hosting Top 
Gear. 

Among the BBC1 pro¬ 
grammes that were more 
popular with viewers than 
Match Of The Day and The 


Graham Norton Show in the 
week ending May 1 were: 
Masterchef with 5.57 million, 
Countryfile with 5.12 million, 
Have I Got News For You with 
4.96 million, Casualty with 4.8 
million and Holby City with 
4.33 million. 

None of the stars of any of 
those programmes is believed 
to be among the nine presen¬ 
ters paid more than £500,000 a 
year by the BBC. 

Much speculation sur¬ 



Expert Home Care 
Service Launched 

H eritage Healthcare Kensington is a home care 
provider, specialising in the delivery of expert 
quality care. 

The company, which recently opened its Kensington office, are able to 
provide care and support to the communities of Kensington, Chelsea, 
Fulham, Hammersmith, Westminster and surrounding areas. 

Heritage Healthcare Kensington Director, Ayaan Abdulle is supported by 
experienced Registered Care Manager, Leanda Alexis, who has over 20 

years of experience within the 
Health and Social Care Sector. 
Leanda is responsible for the 
company’s hand-picked team and 
carers and ensuring that every 
client receives a bespoke care 
service. 

Ayaan said, “My ultimate aim is to 
ensure that people are able to access 
the highest quality of support, are 
treated within respect and dignity, and 
are given the opportunity to continue 
living within the comfort of their own 
home.” 

Heritage Healthcare Kensington provide a 
distinct range of trusted homecare 
services tailored to individual needs. Services include: Elderly Care, Dementia Care, 
Respite Care, Housekeeping, Live In Care, Complex Needs, Hospital to Home, End of 
Life and much more. 

If you would like further information on the services provided by Heritage 
Healthcare Kensington or would like to arrange a detailed consultation, contact 
Leanda on 020 3713 9361 or visit www.heritagehealthcare.co.uk/kensingt on 



rounds the identity of ‘The 
Big Nine’, with names in the 
frame including Evans, Nor¬ 
ton, Lineker, Clare Balding, 
David Dimbleby, Sir David 
Attenborough, Jeremy Pax- 
man, Nick Grimshaw, An¬ 
drew Marr and Fiona Bruce. 

But TV insiders say that 
none of the nine are ex¬ 
pected to be jumping for joy 
that their pay deals are 
about to be made public. 

“It’s hard to believe that 
the BBC will not have al¬ 
ready informed The Big 
Nine and their agents that 
they are having to name 
them, as it’s only a matter of 
making nine phone calls,” 
said one TV producer. 

“It’s also hard to believe 
that any of the nine will be 
exactly knocked out with de¬ 
light that everybody will 
know what they earn. It’s 
one thing to be in The Sun¬ 
day Times Rich List, it’s 
quite another to be outed for 
earning a million a year, or 
whatever, because although 
these people are at the very 
top of their game, inevitably 
someone is going to say ‘oh, 
I’m not sure he’s worth that’ 
or T don’t think the public 
should be paying her so 
much’. 

“It’s not only potentially 
embarrassing, it’s bizarre. 
Does the Home Office 
openly publicise how much 
its mandarins make, or the 
Foreign Office? 

“How much one earns 
used to be the last taboo, 
that was never discussed. 
But this new transparency 
drive seems to almost 
smack of a witch hunt and I 
can’t imagine that any big 
BBC star wants everyone to 
know how much he’s worth 
- for starters it is bound to 
become a running gag from 
guests on their shows. 

“It’s going to be the politi¬ 
cians’ dodge whenever they 
are given a hard time on 
some of these people’s pro¬ 
grammes, you can already 
hear them saying T realise 
you’re pressing me because 
you have to justify your 
eight hundred thousand a 
year’ and some stars could 
walk away from the BBC 
over this, switching to the 
commercial channels where 
our respect of pay privacy is 
somewhat more civilised.” 

Meanwhile, Culture Sec¬ 
retary John Whittingdale 
has attacked the ‘hysteria’ 
whipped up by ‘left wing 
luvvies’ over the BBC’s 
charter renewal and has 
claimed that the BBC wants 
to make the changes that in¬ 
clude naming its highest 
paid. 

The long-awaited White 
Paper on the future of the 
corporation was unveiled 
last week without a number 
of proposals which had 
drawn fierce criticism from 
supporters. 

Satirist Armando Ian- 
nucci tweeted his relief, say¬ 
ing: “No cuts to BBC budget, 
no interference in sched¬ 
ules, and majority on Board 
not appointed by Govt. This 
is good to hear.” 

In the Commons, Maria 
Eagle, Labour’s culture, 
media and sport spokes¬ 
woman, said she still wor¬ 
ried that “the Government 
will seek to influence the 
BBC’s editorial decision 
making”. 


Writing for you every week, 
London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 


Charlie 
pipes up! 



I F you were to pick up 
the Yellow Pages, turn 
to the plumbing, tiling 
or carpentry sections and 
begin randomly calling in¬ 
dependent tradespeople, 
chances are you’d have 
ran out of minutes, or pos¬ 
sibly patience, before you 
got through to a woman. 

Shockingly, this is be¬ 
cause only about two per 
cent of the manual trades’ 
workforce is female! 

The law, teaching and 
journalism professions, 
which were once male bas¬ 
tions, have changed with 
the times and are now, 
rightly, seen as gender- 
neutral sectors; however, 
for some reason the mes¬ 
sage didn’t get through to 
the trade professions. 

I receive dozens of appli¬ 
cations each week for 
places on the Pimlico 
Plumbers’ in-house ap¬ 
prenticeship scheme, and 
flicking through the CVs 
would show that this im¬ 
balance is no closer to 
being resolved, as very 
few, if any, tend to be from 
young women. 

Something needs to be 
done, and it is. 

Women on the Tools, an 
initiative that is aiming to 
make women tradespeople 
the norm, not the excep¬ 
tion, has been officially 
launched; as a patron of 
the newly formed organi¬ 
sation, I can say with con¬ 
viction that we won’t rest 
until there is equality in 
the labour market. 

It’s a huge task, which 
will require the team to in¬ 
vest a lot of time and effort 
over a number of years. 

However, the long slog 
will be worth it when 
young women can aspire 
to a rewarding career on 
the tools, without feeling 
out of place. 

I must admit my inter¬ 
est in addressing the 


alarmingly low level of 
women in the trades isn’t 
all out of the goodness of 
my heart; there are sound 
business reasons in play. 

We have a huge skills 
gap in the UK, which I 
have been making a fuss 
about for a while now, and 
it seems to me that one 
way to overcome the prob¬ 
lem would be to double the 
amount of people employ¬ 
ers have to call upon, by 
making a manual career 
accessible to women. 

Hopefully as a result of 
the hard work of Women 
on the Tools, in the not- 
too-distant future no one 
will bat an eyelid when a 
little girl dreams of run¬ 
ning a construction com¬ 
pany or being a plumber, 
because let me tell you, 
there’s a lot of money in 
the business. 

A Pimlico Plumber can 
easily earn £100,000 a year, 
which is more than re¬ 
spectable, and girls should 
be encouraged to look at 
practical and fulfilling 
blue collar careers. 

We’re always on the 
lookout for female trades¬ 
people, but there just 
aren’t the numbers we 
want. In my experience 
the women we have em¬ 
ployed have been as tal¬ 
ented and as committed as 
their male counterparts. 

Meeting so many tal¬ 
ented trades women of all 
ages at the launch of 
Women on the Tools only 
made me more certain 
that this is a fight that not 
only needs to be fought, 
but also it’s one that we 
can win, and must. 

Women on the Tools has 
declared war on the anti¬ 
quated prejudices that 
continue to prevent our 
daughters from having 
equal access to a huge 
range of lucrative careers. 
It’s time for change! 



Pimlico Plumbers are encouraging women to make an impact 
on the manual trades sector 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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May’s broadside at basement builders 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

ROCK music legend Brian 
May and TV star Anita Dob¬ 
son are quitting their Hol¬ 
land Park home after 
furiously blaming basement¬ 
building schemes and Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea council 
for driving them out and 
“ruining their lives”. 

The Queen guitarist and 
his wife are to move to the 
country after a scathing at¬ 
tack on the council for allow¬ 
ing so many iceberg homes 
in their neighbourhood. 

In a protest against plan¬ 
ning applications for two 
more basements near his 
home, Dr May, who attained 
a PhD in astrophysics before 
becoming a rock star, claims 
that living close to exten¬ 
sions by “basement-building 
Barbarians” has become so 
stressful that one of his 
neighbours died from nerv¬ 
ous exhaustion. 

“We really have come to 
the end of our rope with the 
awful basement-building 
hell that Kensington has be¬ 
come,” said Dr May, who ac¬ 
cuses the council of “a 
betrayal of duties” for green¬ 
lighting so many develop¬ 
ments and says that they 
should be sacked for it. 

In an open letter to the au¬ 
thority posted on his website 
- brianmay.com - the musi¬ 
cian, who was recently 
named in The Sunday Times 
Rich List to be worth £120 
million - says he has been 
“persecuted every day of the 
week”, enduring seven years 
of building work which has 
made his life “a misery”. 

He wrote: “This is a letter 
of objection in the strongest 
possible terms to the pro¬ 
posed basement extensions 
on houses in our street. 

“Along with my wife and 
many of my neighbours, I 
have now been fighting for 
over seven years against the 
unbearable disruption to 
our quality of life by the 
building of basements to 
properties in our area, for 
which RBKC has given per¬ 
mission. 



Brian May has launched a scathing attack on the disruption caused by basement building projects 


near where he lives in Holland Park 


“In our opinion, these per¬ 
missions are a complete be¬ 
trayal of the council’s duties 
in taking care of the resi¬ 
dents of the borough. 

“Ten years ago, the area 
was a quiet oasis in London, 
with properties that all of us 
worked our whole lives to 
acquire. The tree-lined 
street was peaceful, giving 
many of us the environment 
we needed, working often at 
home. We imagined we 
could rely on the borough 
council to ensure this area 
remained protected from 
harmful developments. 

“But in recent years the 
peace we all treasured has 
been shattered by successive 
unreasonable building 
schemes, involving piling 
rigs, massive removal of 
earth and the deployment of 
huge machinery. 

“The result has been un¬ 
bearable noise, dust, pollut¬ 
ing fumes, constant heavy 
traffic and loss of privacy, 
making life in our houses 
and gardens impossible for 
over seven years, and with¬ 
out any prospect of this mis¬ 
ery ending. 


BRIAN May's decision to leave 
Kensington comes at a time 
when Kensington and Chelsea 
council - which prides itself on 
being the toughest on 
development in the UK - is to 
get even tougher. 

In response to Dr May, 
council officers pointed to the 
authority's strict enforcement 
action when builders or 
developers do not follow the 
rules, new curbs on noisy 
weekend working and also the 
work it has done with its Article 
4 direction to remove what 
were permitted rights to build a 
basement without needing to 
apply for planning permission. 

The council's planning 
enforcement team was one of 
the most active enforcement 
teams in the country in 2015, 
according to figures released by 
the Department of 


Communities and Local 
Government, which show that 
the team served 27 Temporary 
Stop Notices, more than any 
other local authority in the UK. 
The team also issued more 
Breach of Condition Notices 
than the rest of the country in 
the last three months of 2015. 

Now a tough new 
construction noise regime is in 
place in Kensington and 
Chelsea and residents are 
encouraged to report any 
breach of the rules. 

"Noisy construction work is 
not allowed on weekends in the 
borough following many years 
of complaints by residents. 
Instead the borough operates a 
new Code of Construction 
Practice,"said a council 
spokesman. "The code sets out 
best practice/standards 
expected in the borough. It 


“This has produced 
mounting stress in all of us, 
at least one neighbour hav¬ 
ing died in a state of nervous 
exhaustion, and at present 
many residents showing the 
results of extreme anxiety. 

“The feeling we all share 
is the equivalent of being 
beaten on the head every 
day of the week for years on 
end, without any possibility 
of stopping it, or punishing 
the offenders. Even object¬ 
ing to the works is a con¬ 
stant drain on our energies 
and money too, all brought 
about by the selfishness of a 
few property owners, and 
the negligence of the council 
in allowing them to ruin our 
lives. 

“It’s surely clear to all 
that a borough council’s job 
is to protect the quality of 
life of its residents. That 
means ALL the residents. 
So when a project comes up 


Council insists its planning 
controls are toughest in UK 


recognises the importance of, 
and need for, building projects 
but seeks to lay down what is 
expected from contractors and 
developers to ensure that 
disturbance to residents is kept 
to a minimum. 

"Following the new code's 
adoption, generally'permitted 
hours'for noisy works will no 
longer include anytime on a 
Saturday. As before, works are 
not allowed on a Sunday. The 
code also introduces a further 
set of restricted hours for high 
impact activities such as 
demolition and concrete 
breaking. 

"I don't think Mr May will find 
a council in central London, or 
anywhere in the country, with 
stricter controls on basement 
developments or more robust 
enforcement to ensure 
developers follow the rules." 


Picture: SWNS 

which benefits only ONE res¬ 
ident (and actually very often 
not even a resident at all, but 
a foreign investor or corpora¬ 
tion building purely for a 
profit, on which British tax 
may never be paid), and that 
project will destroy the qual¬ 
ity of life of probably 30 to 50 
neighbouring households for 
a minimum of three years, it’s 


absolutely clear that the an¬ 
swer should be NO. 

“If the council are coming 
up with a ‘yes’, it can only be 
because of hidden agendas, 
since there is no logical justi¬ 
fication for allowing such ap¬ 
palling disruption. Quite 
simply, if this behaviour is 
being allowed, the council is 
not doing its job, and should 
be removed. 

“This is actually a very 
clear case of principle; there 
can be no possible doubt that 
it is morally wrong to allow 
ANY more basement building 
in residential areas. 

“But, as with almost every¬ 
thing in this country at the 
moment, it is a battle between 
what is RIGHT and what is re¬ 
warding to powerful people. 
And in the present regime, 
under this Government, it 
seems that what is right never 
wins. 

“I fear RBKC must be under 
the influence of such interests 
if at this point it refuses to ac¬ 
knowledge its obligation to 
the majority of Kensington 
residents. And I also fear that 
this judgment applies essen¬ 
tially to the whole of London. 

“Anticipating permission 
for these new basements to be 
constructed, we are now plan¬ 
ning to sell up, quitting Kens¬ 
ington entirely, and to move 
out of London. It’s a massive 
disruption, and one we’ve 


been trying for years to avoid, 
but we’re now at breaking 
point. 

“In the coming months, I 
will not be backing off an inch 
in the fight against the Base¬ 
ment Building Barbarians.” 

Dr May stressed: “I will be 
battling on, for common de¬ 
cency and the quality of life of 
the remaining residents of 
our street; but I may do it 
from a home where I don’t 
wake up to being persecuted 
every day of the week. 

“The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea must 
refuse this and all future ap¬ 
plications for permission to 
extend underground.” 

He adds: “As regards legal¬ 
ity, it is to be noted that all of 
these developers were granted 
permission to construct their 
extensions, but none of them 
were given carte blanche to 
make their neighbours’ lives 
a living hell. 

“Looking at our street now, 
it is almost impossible to be¬ 
lieve that anyone could call 
this a ‘reasonable develop¬ 
ment’ in what used to be a 
beautiful quiet street. 

“Kensington, under this 
Government and this council, 
has been transformed from a 
beautiful select oasis into a 
hellhole of building works. 
Certainly Kensington can no 
longer be considered to be a 
desirable place to live.” 
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I’ll hold Sadiq to account, says 
west London’s man at City Hall 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

SADIQ Khan lacks “major 
project experience” and may 
struggle to deliver his key 
election pledges on housing 
and transport, according to 
west London’s new represen¬ 
tative at City Hall. 

Tony Devenish, who was 
elected to the London Assem¬ 
bly last week, questioned the 
mayor’s business acumen 
and pledged to hold him to 
account on major policy de¬ 
cisions. 

In an interview with the 
London Weekly News, Mr De¬ 
venish said the Conservative 
Party would “learn the les¬ 
sons” of Zac Goldsmith’s de¬ 
feat but criticised media cov¬ 
erage of his campaign. 

He also underlined his ob¬ 
jection to Heathrow expan¬ 
sion and said he would wel¬ 
come a review of 
controversial plans for a 
Crossrail 2 station in 
Chelsea. 

Mr Devenish, a Tory coun¬ 
cillor in Westminster with 
more than 10 years of expe¬ 
rience in local government, 
said Mr Khan had won “fair 
and square” but cast doubt 
on whether he could “bal¬ 
ance the books” at City Hall. 

“I think the media were 
correct in stating that there 
wasn’t that much difference 
in terms of the promises 
made by both main mayoral 
candidates,” he said. 

“But Londoners will judge 
whoever is the mayor on 
whether they deliver - Sadiq 
has actually got to do what 
he was elected to do.” 

He said it was time for the 
mayor to “stop talking and 
start doing” but questioned 
his credentials for the job. 

“Sadiq said he could de¬ 
liver tens of thousands of 
houses every year - I’m not 
sure if he’s got the business 
experience or the major proj¬ 
ects experience,” he said. 

“He’s got a democratic 
right to implement his poli¬ 
cies but it’s about how he’s 
going to balance the books.” 

Following criticism from 
several senior Conservative 
figures over the tone of Mr 
Goldsmith’s campaign in the 
aftermath of his election de¬ 
feat, Mr Devenish criticised 
media coverage but said the 
party was “moving forward”. 

“The media say this and 
then they quote people that 
actually are not really Con¬ 
servatives,” he said. 

“They quote Zac’s sister, 
for example, who wouldn’t 
even call herself a Conserva¬ 
tive, and a number of other 
people who - let’s just say - 
they are estranged from the 
party, to some extent. 

“The reality is I’m one of 
those politicians who be¬ 
lieves in looking to the future 
and not the past. 

“Yes, you have to learn the 
lessons from a defeat and 
Sadiq won fair and square. 
He’s got a democratic man¬ 
date. 



Tony Devenish, who has represented Knightsbridge and Belgravia at Westminster city council since 2006, was elected with a 
comprehensive majority as the London Assembly member for West Central Picture: Odi Caspi 



Zac Goldsmith's mayoral campaign has come in for sharp criticism 
but Tony Devenish prefers not to dwell on the past - he believes in 
looking to the future Picture: SWNS 


New London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan has a lot of work to do to 
deliver on his promises, argues 
Conservative Tony Devenish 

Picture: SWNS 

“My job now is to scruti¬ 
nise Sadiq. I can assure you 
the party will be putting a 
good campaign together for 
the Tooting by-election. We 
are moving forward.” 

Mr Devenish, who has rep¬ 
resented Knightsbridge and 
Belgravia at Westminster 
city council since 2006, was 
elected with a comprehen¬ 
sive majority as the London 


Assembly member for West 
Central. 

He took over last week as 
the representative for the 
constituency, which incorpo¬ 
rates the City of Westmin¬ 
ster, Kensington and 
Chelsea, and Hammersmith 
and Fulham. 

A former general manager 
at Rolls Royce with a distin¬ 
guished career in infrastruc¬ 
ture and property, Mr De¬ 
venish is also the council’s 
senior planning chief and 
chairman of its trading arm, 
Westco. 

As one of eight elected To¬ 
ries in City Hall, Mr De¬ 
venish will be among a select 
few able to scrutinise the 
mayor and hold him to ac¬ 
count on issues affecting 
west London. 

He told the London Weekly 


ii 

Sadiq said he 
could deliver tens 
of thousands of 
houses every year 
- I’m not sure if 
he’s got the 
business 
experience or the 
major projects 
experience 

Tony Devenish, London 
Assembly member for 
Westminster, Kensington 
and Chelsea, and 
Hammersmith and Fulham 


News he would be “pro-ac¬ 
tive” with constituents and 
make sure residents were 
not left “hacked off” by big 
developments. 

He also said he would wel¬ 
come a review of the King’s 
Road site in Chelsea as the 
preferred location for a 
Crossrail 2 station but 
stopped short of supporting 
an alternative proposal at 
Imperial Wharf. 

Mr Devenish was clearer 
on Heathrow expansion, 
which he said had been a key 
concern raised by residents 
during his campaign. 

“I can’t see Heathrow get¬ 
ting off the ground even if 
the government gives it the 
green light,” he said. 

“You’d end up seeing those 
that oppose it [seeking a] ju¬ 
dicial review until I am a 
very old man. 

“Heathrow have got to do 
what they’ve got to do. But, 
frankly, there is no support 
in west London for Heathrow 
as an option.” 

He listed housing, trans¬ 
port and “law and order” 
among his key concerns and 
emphasised the need to 
“crack down on all levels of 
crime”. 

“My priorities are my con¬ 
stituents’ priorities,” he 
added. “If a tube gets ex¬ 
tended, it’s about how I can 
listen to the local community 
so that those who live close 
by do not have their lives 
made a misery for a decade. 
It’s a kind of micro-pavement 
politics.” 



Superbug that 
lurks on toys 

PARENTS of young children have 
been warned by hygiene experts 
to wash soft toys and comfort 
blankets regularly in order to 
avoid risks from the killer 
superbug MRSA. 

A new survey has revealed 
that nearly a fifth of London 
parents are not washing their 
children's soft toys and comfort 
blankets often enough and a 
leading hygienist is warning that 
exposes children to the hidden 
dangers that could be lurking in 
their favourite companion. 

According to the survey 
commissioned by household 
cleaning experts ACE, 16 per 
cent of parents in London do not 
wash their child's soft toys or 
comfort blankets on a regular 
basis: saying they would wait six 
months to clean them, or not 
wash them at all. 

This, according to hygiene 
expert Dr Lisa Ackerley, comes as 
"shocking news". 

Dr Ackerly, Professor of 
Enivronmental Health at the 
University of Salford, said: "It is 
shocking that parents wash their 
children's comfort blankets or 
soft toys at a frequency of only 
once every six months or less. 

"These items could become 
very dirty over time, and pick up 
all sorts of micro-organisms from 
the floor, wherever they are 
dropped. If there is a pet in the 
house, then the floor surface will 
become dirty from the pet's 
paws, and if the pet has had an 
accident in the house, then 
faecal bacteria, some of which 
could be harmful could be 
picked up by the soft toys or 
blankets dropped on the floor. 

"As children often chew their 
toys or blankets, it makes sense 
to wash them frequently, and 
certainly more than once a year. 

"Dogs, cats and wild animals 
and pests can carry parasites and 
harmful bacteria, so if they are 
collected on teddy and then 
transferred to a child's mouth, 
this is not good news." 

Experts query 
weekend risks 

THE new junior doctors' contract 
is unlikely to decrease the 
number of weekend deaths, 
suggests research conducted in 
London. 

Experts say the 'weekend 
effect' - which apparently shows 
patients admitted to hospital at 
the weekend are more likely to 
die - overshadows a complex 
pattern of weekly changes in 
quality of care. 

But the research does show 
that patients admitted over the 
weekend are likely to spend less 
time being treated by a 
consultant than if they are 
admitted during the week. 

Jeremy Hunt, Secretary of 
State for Health, has often used 
the'weekend effect'to make the 
case for his proposed contracts 
for junior doctors. 

A study by researchers at the 
University of Birmingham found 
no link between weekend senior 
doctor staffing levels and 
mortality. 

In another paper, by King's 
College London and University 
College London, researchers 
studied acute stroke care. The 
scientists found no so-called 
'weekend effect', but identified 
many variations in quality of care 
throughout the week. 

The two studies, published in 
The Lancet, are not the first to 
reveal weaknesses in the health 
secretary's case. 

Author Dr Benjamin Bray, from 
UCL said: "Our study shows the 
'weekend effect' is a major 
oversimplification of the true 
extent and nature of variations in 
the quality of care." 
















TUESDAY MAY 17 2016 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 7 


Dementia residents are ‘abandoned’ 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LONDONERS living with 
dementia are being “robbed 
of their dignity” due to poor 
standards of care, according 
to a leading charity. 

Tim McLachlan, the head 
of London operations for the 
Alzheimer’s Society, warned 
that an NHS “double stan¬ 
dard” meant people with de¬ 
mentia living in some care 
homes were not being prop¬ 
erly treated. 

It comes after the charity 
published the results of a na¬ 
tionwide survey suggesting 
that almost half of care 
home managers believe the 
NHS is failing to provide res¬ 
idents with adequate and 
timely support services. 

The Alzheimer’s Society 
is concerned that some pa¬ 
tients are paying to see a GP 
through their care home 



Martin Green, chief executive 
of Care England, has concerns 
that many people living with 
dementia are being 
'abandoned' 

fees, despite funding NHS 
services with their taxes. 

Mr McLachlan said: “It is 


unacceptable that this NHS 
double standard is leaving 
people with dementia wait¬ 
ing months for physiother¬ 
apy, incontinence and 
mental health services. 

“In that time, we are con¬ 
cerned they are being 
robbed of essential care and 
pain relief, as well as their 
dignity, self-esteem and inde¬ 
pendence.” 

He added: “People with de¬ 
mentia living in care homes 
are just as entitled to receive 
free care from the NHS as 
anyone else. A care home is, 
after all, a person’s home, 
and health services must 
treat care homes as a vital 
part of the community, in¬ 
stead of holding them in dis¬ 
regard.” 

The society teamed up 
with Care England - a char¬ 
ity representing independ¬ 
ent care homes - and spoke 
to 285 care home managers, 



A talented police officer has 
been dubbed the'world's best 
dancing copper'after posting 
an hilarious clip of him doing 
the running-man challenge - 
by body-popping. PC Dan 
Graham's incredible dance 
moves racked up an 
astonishing half-a-million 
views in just 12 hours after the 
clip was posted online - after 
accepting the challenge from a 
convict. The Metropolitan 
Police officer, from Kingston- 
upon-Thames, quickly received 
praise from people on social 
media for his incredible, robot¬ 
like 80s dance moves SWNS 


Fans don’t find it funny 
after West End cry-off 


FOLLOWING criticism in 
the press and from some dis¬ 
gruntled theatre-goers, ac¬ 
tress Sheridan Smith is to 
take a break from her West 
End run in the musical 
Funny Girl 

It was announced by the 
producers of the show, 
which is running at the 
Savoy Theatre, that 34-year- 
old Smith will take a “two to 
four weeks leave of ab¬ 
sence” - citing “stress and 
exhaustion” as the reason. 

The popular actress faced 
criticism early last week 
after she was photographed 
at the BAFTA awards appar¬ 
ently looking disappointed 
at not winning the best ac¬ 
tress accolade for her por¬ 
trayal of a cancer victim in 
the acclaimed BBC dramati¬ 
sation The C Word. 

Smith angrily took to 
Twitter soon afterwards to 
reject claims that she had be¬ 
haved like a bad loser. 

Just weeks earlier the 
star, who is playing Fanny 
Brice in the musical, was ac¬ 
cused of being drunk during 
one performance and the 
show was halted after just 15 
minutes - with the company 
claiming that technical diffi¬ 
culties had forced the early 
finish. 


Broadcaster Graham Nor¬ 
ton openly mocked the 
Olivier award winning ac¬ 
tress over the allegations at 
the televised ceremony for 
the BAFTA awards, spark¬ 
ing an outburst of anger 
from her devoted fans. 

Smith took the first of a 
couple of nights off from the 
show last week, which once 
again led to a negative back¬ 
lash from theatre-goers, 
some of whom had paid up 
to £120 to see the actress. 

However, many who 
watched Smith’s understudy 
Natasha Barnes were hugely 
impressed, with one telling 
the London Weekly News : 
“She is fantastic. So funny 
and so great on stage. 

“The audience were im¬ 
pressed and I didn’t hear 



anything bad about Sheri¬ 
dan.” 

Barnes completed the run 
at the Menier Chocolate Fac¬ 
tory earlier this year after 
Smith discovered her father 
had been diagnosed with 
cancer and felt unable to per¬ 
form. 

She will now take over the 
role of Fanny Brice in the 
musical for the duration of 
Smith’s indisposition. 

Theatre lovers from all 
over the world criticised the 
actress as they arrived at the 
Savoy Theatre only to find 
she would not be appearing 
on stage. 

Maureen Patterson, 65, 
was frustrated she wouldn’t 
be able to see the star per¬ 
form, and said it was “dis¬ 
gusting” the way her 
absence was handled by the 
theatre. 

She said: “Lots of people 
booked a long time ago so 
they have had this money 
a long time, which obvi¬ 
ously goes towards this 
production so they can 
put the production on. I 
wanted to see Sheridan 
Smith in it and now I 
can’t so I’m not very 
happy about it. 
It’s just not 
good at all.” 


including several in London, 
and gathered first-hand testi¬ 
monies from carers looking 
after people with dementia. 

It uncovered a series of hor¬ 
ror stories, including a care 
home resident who waited 
more than eight weeks to be 
referred to mental health 
services despite feeling suici¬ 
dal. 

One person who fell and 
suffered a fractured hip 
waited a year for community- 
based physiotherapy treat¬ 
ment. 

The charity said money 
that care homes spend on GP 


services that are free on the 
NHS could be better spent on 
one-to-one care. 

Martin Green, the chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Care England, said: 
“Our research and report 
with the Alzheimer’s Society 
identifies that many people 
living with dementia in care 
homes and the care staff who 
are responsible for their care 
are being all but abandoned 
by primary care. 

“Access to primary care 
must be improved. Older peo¬ 
ple living with dementia in 
care homes have the same 
rights to primary care, health 


and support as any other citi¬ 
zen, and the Government and 
NHS must act to the ensure 
that these services are avail¬ 
able to everyone when they 
are needed.” 

An NHS spokesman said: 
“The NHS has dramatically 
increased the number of peo¬ 
ple with dementia who are 
able to be diagnosed in order 
to receive early support.” 

The spokesman added: 
“Care homes have first line 
responsibility for looking 
after their residents, with ap¬ 
propriate back-up from the 
local NHS.” 


Where To Find Your Local 
Favourite Free Newspaper 

Westminster • 

& Pimlico NEWS 

pick up points 

Salisbury's Store 

Metoarne Aroiue Wet* Lai rig W13 982 

Tesco Metro 

94 Ch-rch Street Paddngtan NAB 3U 

Tosco Classic Metre 

1 ;?S Regmt yr«rt undo* SW1Y4LR 

Salisbury's Store 

36 Stratton Struct Maxtor W1J8U 

KMifi —i 

15-i7Ttftenh8» Cam Real Corerat lonJcn WIT 1BJ 

Co-op 

504-506 Harrow toad toddnglw W9 3QA 

ftnaCla«c Mi 

22-25 Bedford Slrttrt Until* WC2£ 9EQ 

Co-op 

Gotten Cross House London WC28 DBG 

Netting Mil Gate Unary 

1 Pemtirdgc Square Hrttrq Hit W2 4LW 

lUmal Library 

20 Gtitome Rood W105PF 

Conch l Horsfts Pub 

23 Greek Street $4*0 W105CH 

Pimlico library 

Lupus Street Ft«Hro SWi V 3EY 


Kensington • 

& Chelsea NEWS 

pick up points 

HansMjtob CbMral Utoary 

himn- AfHk Aatearqlon W6 7RX 

North Kersoqton Library 

10b ladtrofce Grom tananqlon W11 1P2 

BmmpOon Library 

210 0k2 Bromptnn Rood lenttan SW5 DBS 

The Tabemaric, Nottftaq Hill 

35 Pcmts Square Hrttrq HU W11 2AY 

Oictsoa Unary 

Ctetea (XcncwTi tol Otrtua SWT 5tZ 

aurtsiu Sports Centre 

EL::* hVi n V 'ill /, • : 1 

kmmn l b 4 Ct 

L J 

hn W14 0TB 


- 

Fulham Chronicle 

pick up points i 

l Fuftom Library 

59b futum toad SW6 5MX 


Hammersmith 

CHRONICLE 

pick up points | 

The km Noitlartord Ceebe 

7 Bradmcre Park Rued Hammerenlft W6 DOT 

Hammersmith library 

Shepherd's Bu* Road W67AT 


Shepherd's Bush 

CHRONICLE 

pick up points j 

Wwttofto Lftrsry 

b wxo um wi2 m 

Askew Hood Library 

87-91 Asmw Rood W12 BAS J 

_ 































































8 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


TUESDAY MAY 17 2016 


PM signs for football team going 
on attack against radicalisation 



David Cameron is 
to play in a 
football match in 
Downing Street 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews. co. uk 

PRIME Minister David 
Cameron is to play in a foot¬ 
ball match in Downing 
Street with teenagers from a 
Kensington-based gang-bust¬ 
ing project as the Govern¬ 
ment backs its pioneering 
drive against radicalisation. 

The PM is to join a team 
of west London youngsters 
in a game against a youth 
side from Molenbeek, the 
Belgian town at the centre of 
recent terror atrocities. 

The show game will be 
held in the street outside No 
10 to highlight the Govern¬ 
ment’s pledge to get behind 
plans to roll out the Kensing¬ 
ton scheme all over London. 

The Kensington-based 
Unity of Faiths Foundation’s 
Football for Unity project, 
hailed for scoring new fu¬ 
tures for more than a thou¬ 
sand disadvantaged young 
people in west London, is to 



After you’re gone, we promise 
to be there for your cat 


We know your cat means the world to 
you which is why Cats Protection promises 
to be there for them after you're gone. 
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If you would prefer us not to contact you by post, please 
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Cat Guardians 


Reg Charity 

203644 (England and Wales) 

SC037711 (Scotland) CGA1637 


We promise to never put 
a healthy cat to sleep 


be spread across the capital 
as the smart new game plan 
against the city’s problem 
with gangs, knife crime and 
radicalisation. 

David Cameron is to put 
on TUFF FC’s strip in a pro¬ 
motion game for the solidar¬ 
ity-scoring scheme in Down¬ 
ing Street this summer, as 
No 10 throws its weight be¬ 
hind the award-winning pro¬ 
gramme which has taken 
hundreds of youngsters off 
the streets to go for goals. 

In a remarkable signing, 
TUFF’s football programme 
has got the Prime Minister 
to join the team effort to lead 
at-risk teenagers away from 
knife crime, gang culture, 
radicalisation and the prob¬ 
lems of poverty. 

Mr Cameron is onside to 
play in a five-a-side game to 
be staged in Downing Street 
in July to demonstrate the 
Government’s backing for 
the teen-aid strategy run by 
Dr Shamender Talwar and 
Ms Anna Prior from their of¬ 
fice in Kensington High 
Street. 

The TUFF project has also 
won the backing of Euro 
MPs and organisers hope 
that they can shortly sign 
London’s new mayor Sadiq 
Khan to join its supporters’ 
club too as the scheme is 
now rolling out from the 
West to North and East Lon¬ 
don too - and into other 
sports. 

In less than a year, the 
game plan to unite young 
Londoners from different 
faiths and religions by hav¬ 
ing them play football to¬ 
gether has mushroomed 
from helping just a handful 
of vulnerable youngsters to 
more than f000 turn up for 
regular training at their 
West London grounds. 

Last month TUFF’s Under- 
16s side won the London FA 
Saturday Youth League 
championship and the TUFF 
project has won the Pride Of 
Britain sports award for its 
work in uniting London’s 
youth. 

Now its Football For Unity 
project is expanding to be¬ 
come Rugby For Unity too. 
At the recent Unity of Faiths 
Festival hand over torch cer¬ 
emony at Saracens’ ground, 
the Allianz Park stadium in 
Barnet, backed by the may¬ 
ors of Ealing and Barnet and 
cheered on by a 20,000 crowd, 
the young footballers ex¬ 
changed a symbolic torch - 
London’s 1948 Olympic 
Torch - with players from 
Saracens’ youth side to mark 
the 4th Unity of Faiths Festi¬ 
val from west London to 
north London and the rugby 
club joining the movement 
to unite all teenagers 
through sport. 

On August 29 the Allianz 
Park stadium will be the site 
of the 4th Unity of Faiths fes¬ 
tival, staged to bring to¬ 
gether Londoners of all dif¬ 
ferent faiths, religions and 
cultures. The festival, which 
has been welcomed by The 





Anna Prior, 
top, and Dr 
Shamender 
Talwar, came 
up with the 
football 
project. MEP 
Syed Kamall 
will take a 
squad of 
footballers 
to Belgium 


Queen, started in Southall in 
2011 and attracted 8,000 peo¬ 
ple to Southall Park, with 
76,000 people in 23 countries 
watching the music-based 
gala online. 

The following year, 26,000 
joined the festival and a 
crowd of more than 30,000 is 
expected when it moves to 
Barnet for this year’s Bank 
Holiday event. 

Dr Talwar said: “TUFF’s 
football project is spreading 
across London. We now at¬ 
tract kids from Southall, 
Tower Hamlets, Camden, 
north Kensington, Hanwell 
and Hayes and many other 
parts of London to our 
weekly training sessions. 

“It is spreading from west 
London to east London and 
north London. It is becoming 
not just Football For Unity 
but now Rugby For Unity 
and, soon, Cricket For Unity 
as we have been meeting 
with the English Cricket 
Board and they are very 
keen to roll out the scheme 
to their game. 

“Through all sorts of 
sports, this is not just the an¬ 
swer to all sorts of problems 
which affect our teenagers - 
gang culture, knife crime, 
radicalisation - but it is the 
proven answer, it works. 
TUFF’s sports projects tackle 
the social problems that are 
out there. 

“We have saved countless 
kids who have been at risk 
to falling astray to all sorts 
of dangers by uniting them 
in the team spirit of playing 
great British games and, in 
doing so, teaching them 
great British values of fair¬ 


ness, trust, the rule of law 
and respect for all others. 

“Our kids come from all 
sorts of different back¬ 
grounds, religions and 
faiths, but we have Muslim 
kids playing with Jewish 
kids playing with Christians 
kids because football isn’t 
about different faiths, it is 
about having faith in each 
other and much can grow 
from that. 

“This scheme provides the 
solution to the problems of 
diversity that we see on the 
streets. 

“Team unity is giving 
hope and aspiration to kids 
who felt that they had no fu¬ 
ture. They may have differ¬ 
ent backgrounds and beliefs 
but they are brought to be 
one together in the game. 

“Football For Unity is 
achieving precisely what our 
new Mayor Sadiq Khan 
wants to do for London, unit¬ 
ing us all, and we very much 
hope that he will join this 
glorious team effort.” 

Next month TUFF’s foot¬ 
ball players will further ex¬ 
pand into Europe when Lon¬ 
don MEP Syed Kamall takes 
a squad of the teenagers to 
Molenbeek, the Belgian town 
at the heart of recent terror 
atrocities, for a high-profile 
match against a local youth 
side in a Football Against 
Radicalisation game and 
meet with leaders of Europe 
at the European Parliament 

A return match between 
the London and Molenbeek 
sides will be staged in Down¬ 
ing Street in July, with the 
local team fielding David 
Cameron. 


Home violence 
‘best’ response 

VICTIMS of domestic violence in 
Fulham receive the "best support 
and protection in London", 
according to town hall chiefs. 

The borough's police team has 
the highest conviction rate of 
any force in London for such 
cases that are brought before the 
courts. 

Officers have been working 
with Hammersmith and Fulham 
council on a criminal justice 
partnership - the Impact Project 
- that aims to tackle domestic 
violence and offer support to 
victims. 

The team, which is based at 
Hammersmith police station, 
comprises professionals from the 
Shepherd's Bush Housing Group 
and the charity Standing 
Together Against Domestic 
Violence. 

Councillor Sue Fennimore, the 
council's cabinet member for 
social inclusion, said:"Victims of 
domestic violence often feel 
scared, isolated and vulnerable, 
and can be daunted by the court 
process. Often this means cases 
never make it to court and 
perpetrators remain unpunished. 

"Our conviction figure is 
testament to both the resolve of 
those people the project has 
helped and the great 
collaborative working of the 
partner groups. 

"We are now determined to 
build on this success and do 
even more to bring offenders to 
justice and stop domestic 
violence before it takes place." 

Gasworks site 
housing boost 

TOWN Hall bosses have revoked 
a key planning rule that could 
open the door for a 
redevelopment of the former 
Fulham Gasworks. 

National Grid has been in 
discussions with the Berkeley 
Group over a potential 
redevelopment of the site. 

The six gasholders, which were 
built in 1824, have been 
redundant for four years and are 
due to be demolished. 

The seven-acre site in Sands 
End is considered to be suitable 
for new homes but developers 
have faced obstacles in the 
planning process. 

However, council planners 
have now scrapped an important 
rule regarding sites containing 
hazardous substances that could 
kick-start the scheme. 

St William Homes LLP - the 
partnership set up by National 
Grid and Berkeley in 2014 - is 
expected to submit plans to 
redevelop the site. 

Tea and toast 
to Queen at 90 

FANS of the Royal Family will be 
marking Her Majesty The 
Queen's 90th birthday with a 
special tea dance in 
Hammersmith. 

Organisers are encouraging 
residents to slip on their dancing 
shoes for the birthday 
celebration, which takes place at 
the Grove Neighbourhood 
Centre next month. 

Events are being held over the 
weekend of June 10 to June 12 
to wish the monarch many 
happy returns. 

The Patron's Lunch - a mass 
street party on the Mall - is the 
showpiece event, alongside a 
service of thanksgiving at St 
Paul's Cathedral and the 
traditional Trooping the Colour 
ceremony. 

The tea dance, which will cater 
fora maximum of 45 people, 
takes place on Friday, June 10 
between 2pm and 4.30pm. 
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Manual trades not just jobs for the boys 



Charlie Mullins, founder of Pimlico Plumbers, with chimney sweep Jessica Hayes, plumbing apprentice 
Chloe Sayer and tiler Wendy Gill 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LONDON businesses are 
missing out on a skilled fe¬ 
male workforce because em¬ 
ployers still believe women 
should not be working “on 
the tools”, according to one of 
the capital’s most outspoken 
entrepreneurs. 

Charlie Mullins, the head 
of central London firm Pim¬ 
lico Plumbers, called for em¬ 
ployers and educators to 
show a “united front” and 
crush the myth that careers 
in manual trades are jobs for 
the boys. 

Plumbers, builders, car¬ 
penters and tilers should 
“open the door” to the 
women’s workforce and cre¬ 
ate an “even playing field”, he 
said. 

“We are always on the 
lookout for women tradespeo¬ 
ple - but there just aren’t the 
numbers we want,” said the 
self-made millionaire, who 
started his business from 
scratch in 1979. 

“In my experience the 
women we have employed on 
the tools have been as tal¬ 
ented and as committed as 
their male counterparts. 

“Schools, colleges, parents 
and employers need to show 
a united front that there re¬ 
ally is an even playing field 
and the door is open for more 
women to become tradespeo¬ 
ple.” 

Mr Mullins, 6f has backed 


a new campaign - Women on 
the Tools - which is designed 
to drive more female workers 
into the manual trades. 

It says that around 11 per 
cent of people working in the 


construction industry are 
women, but only two per cent 
follow careers in manual 
trades. 

Mr Mullins, who founded 
Pimlico Plumbers after leav¬ 


ing school at 15 with no qual¬ 
ifications, said he wanted to 
see women filling half of all 
manual posts in London. 

“The manual trades offer 
some fantastic career oppor¬ 


tunities with good earning 
potential but unfortunately 
there is a perception that 
these jobs are not for 
women,” he added. 

“A Pimlico plumber can 
earn anything up to £100,000 
a year, which is more than re¬ 
spectable - and girls should 
be encouraged to look at 
practical and fulfilling ca¬ 
reers on the tools.” 

Chloe Sayer, 19, is cur¬ 
rently undertaking an ap¬ 
prenticeship with Pimlico 
Plumbers. 

She encouraged other 
teenage girls to consider the 
manual trades as a potential 
career path. 

“[At school] there was very 
much an attitude that man¬ 
ual trades were for boys and 
professions like nursing were 
aimed at girls,” she said. 

“But the reaction that I 
have had from family, friends 
and most importantly the 
customers I meet has been in¬ 
credibly positive. 

“I am really proud of the 
fact that I have bucked the 
trend.” 

Andrea Kelmanson, chief 
executive of the Women and 
Manual Trades charity, 
which is leading the cam¬ 
paign, said she hoped to 
“change the cultural percep¬ 
tion” of female workers in 
the manual industries. 

“It is disappointing that 
fewer than two per cent of 
tradespeople on the tools are 
women because they can 


have a real impact on busi¬ 
nesses,” she said. 

“There is a major shortage 
of skilled workers in the con¬ 
struction, building trades 
and maintenance sectors but 
no one thinks about inviting 
women in, despite the fact 
that in the domestic market 
many customers prefer 
tradeswomen in their homes. 
“Women on the Tools will 

Schools, colleges, 
parents and 
employers need to 
show a united front 
that there really is 
an even playing 
field and the door 
is open for more 
women to become 
tradespeople 

Charlie Mullins 

change the cultural percep¬ 
tion of careers in the trades 
and needs schools and col¬ 
leges to support the cam¬ 
paign to attract more young 
women onto trade-related 
training courses that will cre¬ 
ate a larger group of candi¬ 
dates for employers.” 


Over 50? Check your blood pressure often 


LONDONERS aged over 50 
should have their blood 
pressure taken regularly as it is 
the best way of assessing their 
risk of suffering a potentially 
fatal stroke, new research 
suggests. 

The study shows that the 
pattern of systolic blood 
pressure from middle age 
onward may tell more than a 
single blood pressure reading 
about a person's risk of stroke 



other diseases 

linked to high blood pressure. 

Researchers say that 
understanding the patterns 
may be important for 
prevention strategies as blood 
pressure can change markedly 


with age, and should be 
checked regularly. 

The study, which was 
published in the journal 
Hypertension, suggests that 
knowing the path of a person's 
blood pressure from middle 
age onward may help doctors 
better assess the health risks 
posed by high blood pressure, 
and could lead to earlier 
interventions to prevent stroke 
and other diseases. 


Sold! Half-a-million lock-up 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

A LOCK-UP has been sold 
for nearly £500,000 as in¬ 
vestors and homeowners 
look for new ways to make 
money out of London’s prop¬ 
erty market. 

With prices in the capital 
up by almost 15 per cent over 
the past year, it is getting 
more difficult to find a bar¬ 
gain. 

So when a 15ft-wide site in 
Hammersmith came up for 
auction with a guide price of 
£250,000, there was no short¬ 
age of interest because of its 
development potential. 

A bidding battle at the 
Savills auction resulted in it 
selling for £466,000, with 
stamp duty taking the final 
price to nearer £500,000. 
This is almost two-and-a-half 
times the price of the aver- 



This 15ft-wide plot in 
Hammersmith sold at auction 
for £500,000 


age home in England and 
Wales. 

But the new buyer has the 
bonus of knowing the 570 
sq/ft site comes with plan¬ 
ning permission for it to be 
converted into an 800 sq/ft, 
two-storey home. 

They now have the job of 
transforming the site into a 


new home while still making 
a profit. 

A two-bedroom property 
in the area is likely to be 
worth between £1 million to 
£12 million. 

Chris Coleman-Smith, di¬ 
rector of Savills Auctions, 
said: “There were six people 
bidding on it. Hammersmith 
and Fulham are very popu¬ 
lar areas and it had planning 
permission. 

“At the end of the day it 
was an auction so the room 
decides the value. 

“If it has been bought by a 
developer then they will 
look to make a profit and it 
is a self-builder they will 
have a home for under the 
market price. 

“If you carry out the 
scheme you will have a very 
nice home at the end of the 
day - and it is opposite a 
Waitrose.” 
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Visitors to Green Park, Westminster, enjoy the balmy temperatures as London gets its first taste of summer Picture: Adam Gray/SWNS 

Formula One in London? 
That’s no racing certainty 



City Hall officials have dismissed ideas of a Formula One grand 
prix being staged on the streets of London 


Gardening is 
blooming hard 

WITH only a few weeks to go 
until the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, it seems that spring has 
finally sprung. 

But more than two thirds of 
Londoners say they are shunning 
the garden due to aches and 
pains. 

A survey of more than 1,000 
adults aged over 45 found that 
70 per cent were neglecting the 
vegetable patch because of 
pains in their joints. 

Six out of 10 said they treated 
gardening "like a workout" and 
some said they had turned to 
ride-on lawnmowers and long¬ 
handed shears to make the task 
easier. 

Older gardeners should warm¬ 
up before tending to their plants 
this spring, according to 
Pernaton, the medical gel 
manufacturer that carried out 
the survey. 

Louise Lamb, the firm's brand 
manager, said: "It's clear to see 
that aches and pains are a real 
problem when it comes to 
gardening, and it's worrying that 
such a high number of those 
questioned admit that it has 
prevented them from gardening 
altogether. 

"Gardening is a very physical 
activity and treating it like a 
workout would also help. 
Warming up before digging or 
weeding could be a great 
benefit." 

‘Don’t mess 
on the water’ 

FIRE chiefs have warned 
Londoners not to put their lives 
at risk by jumping into shallow 
water after video footage 
emerged of a man diving into 
the Serpentine in Hyde Park. 

London Fire Brigade said 
jumping into lakes from high 
platforms was "incredibly 
dangerous"and urged people 
not to "have a laugh" on the 
water. 

The clip, which was uploaded 
to Facebook, shows a young man 
balancing on a post and slowly 
removing his clothes before 
jumping into the water. 

It is just over two years since 
26-year-old Alexander Mitchell 
drowned in the Serpentine after 
a night of heavy drinking. 

Chris O'Connor, the brigade's 
head of community safety, said: 
"It's incredibly dangerous to 
jump into water like this because 
it's impossible to see hidden 
obstacles under the surface. It's 
very easy to slip and get into 
difficulties. 

"Sadly people drown each 
year and we would hate for 
someone else to become 
another statistic for the sake of 
having a laugh or showing off to 
their mates." 

There have been 13 water- 
related deaths in London over 
the last three years, according to 
the brigade. 

Officers are called to at least 
one incident a week and crews 
carry out an average of 30 
rescues every year. 

No interest 

THOUSANDS of Londoners don't 
understand financial 
terminology - and have signed 
financial contracts without 
knowing what they are agreeing 
to, according to new research. 

One in six UK adults said they 
do not understand monetary 
terms such as ISA and AER - 
while a third have signed a 
financial contract without 
understanding the terms used. 

Loan provider Norton Finance 
surveyed 1,000 adults about 
their knowledge of terms 
commonly used by banks. 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

RUMOURS that Formula 
One racing could take over 
the streets of London as 
soon as next year have been 
rubbished by City Hall 
chiefs, after the sport’s chief 
executive hinted that a deal 
could be done. 

Bernie Ecclestone, the 
outspoken FI magnate who 
runs the sport, suggested 
that a high-speed grand prix 
race could take place in cen¬ 
tral London during the 2017 
season. 

The money-spinning 
event would be “fantastic” 
for the city and would even 
top the sport’s showpiece 
race in Monaco for viewing 
figures, he said. 

But the proposal was dis¬ 
missed as “fanciful” by mo- 
torsport commentators, 
while City Hall branded the 
idea “unrealistic”. 

Speculation about the 
possibility of London stag¬ 
ing a Formula One race has 
been rife for several years 
but no firm plans have yet 
been drawn up. 

However, in a typically 
bold move, Mr Ecclestone 
suggested that the race 
could take place “next year, 
if possible”. 

“There is a small techni¬ 
cal issue: who is going to 
pay for it? But other than 
that, I cannot see any dra¬ 
mas,” he told ITV News. 


“A race in the middle of 
London would be fantastic. 
I mean, we’re having the 
same sort of thing in Baku 
[in Azerbaijan] now and in 
Monaco. 

“Street races have be¬ 
come very popular. We’d 
have a lot more viewers 
than they do in Monte 
Carlo.” 

Formula Three racing 
has been brought to Bat¬ 
tersea Park in recent years 
but an event featuring mo- 
torsport’s biggest stars - 
Lewis Hamilton, Sebastian 
Vettel and Nico Rosberg - 
would be a major coup for 
the city. 

The Government passed 
legislation in 2014 designed 
to remove the hurdles that 
would prevent motorsport 
racing around the streets of 


major cities - and there is 
no longer a need for event 
organisers to seek a costly 
Act of Parliament to sus¬ 
pend road rules. But indus¬ 
try commentators were 
quick to put the dampeners 
on any suggestion that the 
long-awaited race could be 
introduced to fit in with Mr 
Ecclestone’s timetable. 

Jonathan Noble, Formula 
One editor at the website 
Motorsport.com, said: “It is 
fanciful to suggest that 
plans for a London grand 
prix will be moving any¬ 
where further than news 
stories unless someone with 
tens - or even hundreds - 
of millions of pounds is will¬ 
ing to start digging into his 
own pockets. 

“With classic races like 
Monza [in Italy] under 


threat because they are not 
willing to pay the money 
that Ecclestone wants ... 
there is no chance of him 
wasting much effort on a 
London street plan unless 
there is proper finance be¬ 
hind it.” 

A spokesman for Sadiq 
Khan, the Mayor of London, 
said there had been no ap¬ 
proach made to City Hall 
about staging a grand prix 
and that it would be “unre¬ 
alistic” to expect a race next 
year. 

Despite the reality check, 
hopeful FI fans took to so¬ 
cial media to post their own 
fantasy circuits. 

One sketch set out rough 
proposals for a track run¬ 
ning over Westminster 
Bridge and past Big Ben, be¬ 
fore rounding Hyde Park 
Corner and stretching on to 
Covent Garden and St 
Paul’s. 

Any plans to develop the 
London race further will be 
met with fierce opposition 
from environmental cam¬ 
paigners, who warned last 
week that a grand prix 
would be “the worst possi¬ 
ble idea”. 

Simon Birkett, founder 
and director or Cleaner Air 
in London, told the London 
Weekly News : “The last 
thing we need is fast, fossil- 
fuelled cars racing around 
London creating an awful 
lot of nose. It would be a re¬ 
ally dumb idea.” 


Health centre 
refurbishment 

HEALTH bosses have announced 
plans to refurbish 
Hammersmith's Milson Road 
Health Centre, quelling fears that 
the building could be sold off for 
housing. 

Commissioners say they want 
to move two GP practices into 
the building rather than selling it 
for redevelopment. 

It comes after patients, 
doctors and local councillors 
shared their views at a 
consultation event last month. 

The Hammersmith and 
Fulham Clinical Commissioning 
Group now says it plans to 
"retain, refurbish and develop" 
the site. 

Toby Hyde, head of strategy at 
the CCG, said: "Local people at 
the event showed a clear 
preference for retaining Milson 
Road as a health centre rather 
than selling it for residential use. 

"The CCG shares this ambition 
and as well as developing 
proposals to relocate two local 
GP practices to the site, we will 
use the feedback from the 
workshop to consider what other 
services we might be able to 
locate at Milson Road that would 
improve the health and 
wellbeing of local residents." 

The CCG says it will involve all 
local stakeholders in a "co¬ 
design" process when drawing 
up plans for the health centre. 

Healthy life 
a ‘class’ issue 

RESEARCHERS in London say 
privately educated children are 
healthier in later life than those 
who go to state schools. 

The study shows that former 
private school pupils are more 
likely to have a lower body mass 
index by the time they reach 
middle age, and also spend less 
time watching television and eat 
fewer takeaway meals. 

Experts analysed the health of 
more than 8,400 42-year-old 
men and women, according to 
the type of secondary school and 
university they attended. 

On average participants who 
attended comprehensive schools 
had BMIs that were 1.8 points 
higher than their privately 
schooled counterparts, enough 
to move someone from normal 
to overweight. 

Findings were similar for 
students who attended 
prestigious Russell Group 
universities, compared with 
graduates of other higher 
education institutions. 

Study lead author Dr David 
Bann, of University College 
London's Institute of Education, 
said:"These findings are further 
evidence of the importance of 
the education system to the 
nation's health. Private schools 
often have more resources to put 
into extracurricular activities 
than the state sector." 

Light relief 

THOUSANDS of street lights are 
to be fitted with energy-efficient 
LED technology in a bid to cut 
carbon emissions. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council plans to replace every 
street lamp in the borough with 
the eco-friendly lights over the 
next two years. 

The move could reduce 
existing carbon rates by as much 
as 40 per cent, while saving 
money on routine maintenance. 

'Heritage'lamps used in town 
centres would be retrofitted with 
the technology so as not to spoil 
their decorative effect. 

A second phase of planned 
improvement works could also 
see lights installed with hi-tech 
gadgets that measure air quality 
and count vehicle numbers. 
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Artist Gareth Wood's extraordinary map of London,filled with historical and cultural references. It has taken him 10 years to complete 


SWNS/Gareth Wood 


An artist’s map of London? Get lost! 


BY LWN REPORTER 

THIS incredibly detailed map 
of London took ten years to 
draw - but can you spot the 
hidden landmarks? 

Artist Gareth Wood, 35, 
spent a decade creating his 
unique personal view of the 
capital which is filled with 
historical references. 

It also includes famous 
landmarks, tributes to art, 
history and culture and sym¬ 
bols of contemporary life. 
The 116cm x 91cm master¬ 
piece has references to music 
venues, local communities 
and major events such as the 
Olympic Games, the reces¬ 
sion and the July 7 terror at¬ 
tacks. 

His attention to detail is 
breathtaking and people 
spend hours examining 
Gareth’s maps trying to work 
out the place or event he is 
trying to reference. 

The map has now been ac¬ 
cepted by three national col¬ 
lections - including the 
British Library, which de¬ 
scribed it as “one of the most 
personal pieces of cartogra¬ 
phy” ever seen. 

Copies are also on display 



Artist Gareth Wood 


in the Museum of London 
and in the Museum and Art 
Gallery in Bristol, his second 
other home city. 

Gareth, of Bristol, said: 
“The London Map is much 
more of a personal explo¬ 
ration and there are a lot 
more references in the map 
to events and personal expe¬ 
riences. 

“A friend of mine was hit 
by a car outside Mile End 
tube station. There are also 
major events like the 7/7 Lon¬ 
don bombings and the 
Olympic bid that are in¬ 
cluded. 

“The maps in general are 
very contemporary and have 
layers of information. 

“There are lots of nods to 
music venues - there is so 
much going on in there.” 

He explained: “The method 
I use when mapping is I live 
in the place - there is a 
process in the background 


with how I build my art 
work. 

“I am at my happiest when 
I am working on my maps. 
The process just completely 
takes over and I get lost in 
what I am doing.” 

Gareth previously spent 
450 hours hand drawing an 
ink map of Bristol - includ¬ 
ing some of its best known 
landmarks and buildings. 

“The Bristol map was very 
much a surface exploration 
of the city,” he said. 

“It references the major 
landmarks and places in the 
city that people know.” 

Tom Harper, a map curator 
at The British Library, said: 
“The map is one of the most 
personal pieces of cartogra¬ 
phy I have ever seen. It goes 
to show just how essential 
maps are in drawing a bond 
between who we are and the 
places we inhabit.” 

An exhibition of Gareth’s 
works, named Get Lost, is 
taking place next month at 
the Palm Tree Gallery on Por- 
tobello Road. 

A limited number of Lon¬ 
don Town art prints are 
available to collectors at 
www.fullermaps.com 




Some of the references to be found 
in Gareth Wood's map 

■ Big Ben in Westminster 

■ The Shard, pictured 

■ The Tate Modern on the south bank 

■ The London Eye, pictured 

■ Battersea Power Station 

■ The Serpentine in Hyde Park 

■ Tower of London 

■ HMS Belfast, pictured 

■ Cutty Sark 

■ The Square Mile 

■ Peregrine Falcon over Parliament Hill 

■ The Millennium Dome 

■ The Aylesbury Estate in Camberwell 

■ Cycle Superhighway 

■ Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
pictured 

■ Canals of Little Venice 
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Bored youth 
aimed laser 
pen at police 
helicopter 


BY COURT REPORTER 

A TEENAGER shone a laser 
pen at a police helicopter 
after becoming bored when 
he lost his internet connec¬ 
tion. 

At Hammersmith Youth 
Court the 16 year old was 
warned that had he been 
older he would have been 
jailed for the “deliberate and 
persistent” attack. 

The teen shone the £5 pen 
at the police chopper for more 
than five minutes, caus¬ 
ing the pilot to be daz¬ 
zled and having to stop 
what he was doing. 

The court was told that the 
boy, who had just turned 16, 
was playing with his Playsta¬ 
tion remotely with friends 
and got bored when the inter¬ 
net cut off. 

He had bought the pen to 
play with his cat, but was sur¬ 
prised when he shone it at the 
helicopter and saw that it had 
reached it. Police were sent 
to the location where the 
laser was coming from and 


found him in his room. The 
boy admitted recklessly or 
negligently endangering an 
aircraft and apologised for 
his actions. He was planning 
to meet the helicopter crew to 
say sorry. 

District Judge Richard 
Blake told the boy, who can¬ 
not be named for legal rea¬ 
sons, that what he did was a 



“foolish” and ‘ 
mature” act. 

The court heard how 
the boy, from west London, 
had been playing his PlaySta¬ 
tion on the night of February 
3, but “got bored” when the 
internet cut off. 

Robert Simpson, prosecut¬ 
ing, said: “The offence dates 
back to February 3, 2016. 


“A message was transmit¬ 
ted from the helicopter to the 
control that they were the vic¬ 
tims of a laser attack. Some 
officers were dispatched to 
the location and identified a 
window which had a blue 
light on. 

“Officers went into the 
house and came across the de¬ 
fendant’s parents. He admit¬ 
ted he was shining a laser out 
of the window, but didn’t re¬ 
alise it was a police helicop¬ 
ter. The defendant said, T was 
playing my PlayStation, 
when the internet was cut off 
and so I couldn’t play with 
my friends. So I got bored’.” 

Mr Simpson added: “He 
told police, T didn’t think it 
would reach the helicopter, 
but it did and I apologise’. 

“He had shone it at the hel¬ 
icopter and caused the driver 
to be dazzled, causing it to 
have to stop what it was 
doing. He said, T didn’t re¬ 
alise it would reach, but then 
I saw the beam touch it’”. 

Mr Simpson said: “When 
asked why he did it, the 
defendant said, ‘to see if 
it would reach’. He was 
asked whether it was 
deliberate, and he said, 
‘I didn’t know it would 
do any harm’.” 

Mr Simpson 
added that the 
pilot had said 
it was “persis¬ 
tent, deliberate 
attack in 

excess of five minutes”. 

But Andrew Moxon, de¬ 
fending, said that the boy was 
“full and frank with police” 
and “extremely remorseful” 
for his actions.” 

In summing up, District 
Judge Blake said: “You apolo¬ 
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gised to the police for your 
actions and you have again 
apologised in court. 

“This is a very serious of¬ 
fence. Unusually whilst it 
carries a maximum of five 
years in the crown court, my 
powers are much more lim¬ 
ited in the youth court.” 

In serving the boy with a 
youth referral order, Judge 
Blake said: “You will have to 
do 15 hours of reparation, at¬ 
tend a thinking course, en¬ 
gage in constructive work. A 
suggestion has been made 
that arrangements may be 
made for you to meet the hel¬ 
icopter crew and explain 
yourself.” 

The boy said he was sorry 
to the “pilot, the police and 
the court and everyone who 
is involved,” adding that he 
“though it was cool” to have 
a laser pen, but has “learned 
his lesson”. 

The boy’s parents were 
also ordered to pay a victim 
surcharge of £20, which will 
be paid at a rate of £5 per 
week. 

New figure suggest that 
UK Pilots are dealing with 
an average of three laser in¬ 
cident every day. 

A total of 1,439 laser inci¬ 
dents were reported at UK 
airports in 2015, with the 
largest number of cases, 121, 
occurring at Heathrow air¬ 
port. In February, a Virgin 
Atlantic flight was forced to 
return to Heathrow when 
the co-pilot reported feeling 
unwell after a laser was 
shone at the plane. 

Earlier this year, follow¬ 
ing a similar incident, the 
British Airline Pilots Associ¬ 
ation said laser pointers 
should be classed as offen¬ 
sive weapons. 

It is illegal to shine a light 
at a plane “so as to dazzle the 
pilot”, but not an offence to 
own or carry a laser. 

The union says they are 
“incredibly dangerous”, and 
could blind pilots. 

Former pilot and member 
of the pilot’s union Dave 
Smith told the BBC that leg¬ 
islation on lasers - first in¬ 
troduced in 2010 - should be 
much tougher. 

“The law from 2010 is just 
an offence of shining the 
laser into the cockpit, but of 
course that is very difficult 
to prove,” he said. 

BALPA is calling for sales 
of all but the lowest power 
devices to be regulated. 

“Lasers should be specifi¬ 
cally included in the offen¬ 
sive weapons legislation so 
that if someone is found to be 
carrying a laser without 
good reason then they are 
treated in the same way as if 
they are carrying a knife,” a 
spokeswoman added. 



Oscar, aged one, below, looks at Mugly, the World's Ugliest Dog 
2012, who is now used as a Pets As Therapy (PAT) dog, during 
The National Pet Show at ExCeL London. The show included 
hundreds of weird and wonderful animals, from dogs and cats 
to crested geckos, giant tortoises and bearded dragons. It also 
offered advice from vets and pet experts and the latest pet 
products, food and gadgets Pictures: SWNS 



Security tighter after fire attack on Ecclestone’s flat 


FORMULA One heiress Petra 
Ecclestone has upped security 
since her £68 million Chelsea 
mansion was firebombed. 

And a neighbour said she 
was "unsettled" by the attack 
that saw a petrol bomb lobbed 
into the courtyard of the ten 
bedroom house. 

A woman in her 50s, who 
declined to be named, said:"I 
knew absolutely nothing about 
the attack but they've upped 
the number of security guards 
recently. It's pretty unsettling, I 
have to say." 

Ausra Valinciene, 33, a 



Petra Ecclestone targeted 


housekeeper working in a 
house opposite the Chelsea 
mansion said:"Security guards 
told us what happened. 
Everybody around here is 
talking about it. 

"They have new security 
guards and I was also talking to 
one was chatting with one and 


he told me about it. The family 
must be worried." 

A spokesman for Mrs 
Ecclestone's husband, James 
Stunt, said:"As had been 
reported, Mr Stunt and his 
family were not in the country 
when the attack occurred. 

"It was a minor incident and 
no damage was done. Although 
Mr Stunt's security people 
reported it to the police they 
are not taking it seriously. 

"It is thought to be the action 
of a disaffected member of the 
public who disapproves of the 
Stunts'lifestyle." 






















TUESDAY MAY 17 2016 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 13 


Confiscation 

consternation 

LONDON City Airport has 
revealed its most unusual 
confiscated items - which 
include £40,000 in cash, a meat 
hammer and dog shampoo. 

Tins of tuna, pickled gherkins 
and a fashion belt made of bullet 
casings are also among the 
unusual items seized from hand 
luggage. 

Meanwhile, top of the most 
confiscated list is a snowglobe, 
followed by Harrods and 
Fortnum and Mason jams and 
spreads, and toiletries. 

Also in the top ten is Nutella 
chocolate spread, Marmite and 
fluffy handcuffs - with an 
average of two pairs taken by 
smirking security each month. 

Declan Collier, the airport's 
chief executive, said: "Last year 
the airport welcomed 4.3 million 
passengers along with an 
eclectic range of restricted items. 

"Snow globes continue to be a 
favourite souvenir, perhaps as a 
paper weight for the business 
travellers who make up more 
than half of our passengers. 

"Unfortunately, these and 
other liquid items aren't allowed 
on board and it's best to pack 
them safely in the hold luggage." 

The list followed a YouGov 
survey of more than 2,000 Brits 
which found that 13 per cent - 
roughly one in eight - have had 
an item confiscated at an airport. 

New arthritis 
breakthrough 

AN artificial cartilage made on a 
3D printer could be available in 
the next decade - offering hope 
for millions of arthritis sufferers. 

The synthetic tissue is strong 
and flexible and can even help 
damaged cells regrow, relieving 
excrutiating pain from damaged 
joints, say experts at Imperial 
College London. 

It could even speed up 
recovery from knee injuries - 
such as that suffered by England 
footballer Danny Welbeck, who 
will miss Euro 2016 after being 
ruled out for nine months. 

The'bio-glass'material mimics 
the shock-absorbing and load 
bearing qualities of real cartilage. 

ICL researchers are now 
hoping to use it to develop 
implants for replacing damaged 
cartilage discs between 
vertebrae. 

Developer Professor Julian 
Jones said: "Bio-glass has been 
around since the 1960s, 
originally developed around the 
time of the Vietnam War to help 
heal bones of veterans damaged 
in conflict. Our research shows 
that a new flexible version of this 
material could be used as 
cartilage like material." 

At least 8.5 million people in 
Britain suffer from osteoarthritis 
which is caused by wear and tear 
on joints where the cartilage that 
cushions movement is worn 
away. 

Speculation 

A RARE collection of historic 
spectacles are set to raise a few 
eyebrows when they go under 
the hammer in London later this 
year - for an eye-watering 
£5,000. 

The 62 pairs of glasses date 
back to the early 18th century 
and give lucky collectors the 
chance to see first hand how 
spectacles have changed over 
the years. 

The collection, which comes 
with a price tag of £4,950, covers 
the making of optical lenses and 
frames, demonstrating the shifts 
in eyewear trends. 

The glasses will be sold by 
Voyager Press at London's 
Olympia later this month. 



A beauty blogger painted her face red for the day to raise awareness of a common but little known skin condition called rosacea. 
Sarah Jagger, 37, pictured, took to the streets of London to ask people about their experiences with the condition, which makes skin 
look flushed. One in ten Brits suffer from the illness, which can result in painful lesions, but only one in 600 are actually diagnosed 
each year. Sarah, who suffers from rosacea herself, works as a beauty blogger and make-up artist and said she spends a lot of time 
covering up her own condition, but now she wants to make people more aware of it Picture: SWNS 

Sadiq’s first week as 
new London Mayor 


Reporter Jack Dixon 
reviews new London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan's first week in 
what he has described as 
'the best job in politics' 

MONDAY 

SADIQ Khan says he feels 
like “the boy who has won 
the golden ticket” as he be¬ 
gins his first official day in 
charge at City Hall. 

The new mayor is met by 
a pack of photographers as 
he hops off the Tube on his 
way into work, before hold¬ 
ing a series of meetings with 
his new team. 

In a canny political move, 
he then meets with Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn to 
quell speculation of a rift 
with the party’s top brass. 

“There is no such thing as 
a glorious defeat”, he tells 
the Islington MP, as he 
warns that Labour must ap¬ 
peal to Tory voters. 

TUESDAY 

IN his first policy announce¬ 
ment, Sadiq introduces a 
one-hour ‘hopper’ fare for 
bus passengers. The move 
will cut the cost of travel for 
millions of Londoners on low 
incomes, he says, echoing 
his well-worn election 
mantra: “My dad drove the 
number 44 bus and transport 
in London has always been a 
big part of my life.” 

Attention then turns 
global as the mayor con¬ 
demns US presidential hope¬ 
ful Donald Trump’s offer to 
exempt him from his pro¬ 
posed ban on Muslims enter¬ 
ing the country. 


“This isn’t just about me - 
it’s about my friends, my 
family and everyone who 
comes from a background 
similar to mine, anywhere in 
the world,” he says. 

Sadiq has just enough 
time to show Paris mayor 
Anne Hidalgo around the 
city, promising solidarity 
with the French capital in 
the wake of last year’s terror 
attacks. 

WEDNESDAY 

PRIME Minister David 
Cameron congratulates 
Sadiq on his election victory 
during PMQs but dodges 
questions on the allegedly 
negative campaign tactics 
employed by Tory candidate 
Zac Goldsmith. 

Meanwhile, the new 
mayor faces the cameras for 
a tough interview with US 
broadcaster CNN at City 
Hall. Having stepped down 
as MP for his home town of 
Tooting, a date of June 16 is 
announced for the by-elec¬ 
tion to replace him. 

But there is no time to 
waste as Sadiq is thrust into 
the debate on airport expan¬ 
sion. After Heathrow pledges 
to go above and beyond the 
environmental require¬ 
ments of the Airports Com¬ 
mission, the mayor stands 
firm: “I don’t want to hear 
more warm words from 
Heathrow. Gatwick is the so¬ 
lution.” 

THURSDAY 

SADIQ comes face to face 
with Met Commissioner Sir 
Bernard Hogan-Howe as he 


observes a terror response 
training exercise in central 
London. 

“Nothing is more impor¬ 
tant to me than keeping 
Londoners safe,” he says, 
as he welcomes the news 
that 400 extra firearms of¬ 
ficers will be on the 
streets within 12 months. 

Meanwhile, the War on 
Trump escalates, after the 
presumptive Republican 
candidate appears to 
soften his stance on rais¬ 
ing the drawbridge to 
Muslims. 

“Your views on Islam 
are ignorant,” Sadiq tells 
him. “Not all Muslims 
are terrorists. Not all 
Muslims think that west¬ 
ern liberal values are in¬ 
compatible with Islam.” 

At the end of another 
long day, the mayor hitches 
a lift back to City Hall with 
the Met’s On the Water team. 

FRIDAY 

SADIQ risks another row 
with the Labour leadership 
as he tells the New York 
Times that Mr Corbyn has 
failed to “call out” anti-semi- 
tism in the party. 

Referring to his own expe¬ 
riences of hate crime grow¬ 
ing up in south London, he 
says: “If somebody is saying 
views that are appalling, dis¬ 
gusting and clearly anti-se- 
mitic, I’ve got to call it out. 

“The fact that that person 
happens to be from my party, 
the fact that the leader of my 
party is failing to call it out, 
that’s irrelevant. I have to 
call it out.” 



Driver flees as 
bus ‘blows up’ 

A BUS driver fled for his life when 
his bus mysteriously'blew up'. 

Eyewitnesses reported seeing 
the driver run for his life as 
smoke poured from the burning 
single-decker - before it 
exploded. 

The number 162 caught fire 
on a quiet street in Bromley last 
Tuesday evening. 

The driver was reportedly 
forced to flee from the bus 
before the emergency services 
were called. 

Eyewitness Alfie Lewis, 16, 
said: "I just saw smoke drift past 
my door and a small fire coming 
from the backend of the bus. 

"The driver and anybody 
especially close to the bus 
backed away when the fire was 
at its worst. I think most people 
feared that pieces were going to 
begin flying off." 

The bus was not carrying any 
passengers and the driver was 
unharmed. The Met Police 
confirmed no-one had been 
injured in the blaze, and a 
spokesperson said the flames 
were quickly extinguished by the 
fire brigade. 

Experts offer 
the hole truth 

A GIANT sinkhole that opened 
up outside a London church last 
week may have been caused by 
"chalk dissolution,"according to 
an expert. 

Dr Mark Cowley, a Chartered 
Geologist and Scientist, said the 
sinkhole found in Greenwich was 
a "classic example" of chalk 
dissolution. 

He said:"Generally sinkholes 
are what are caused by a 
dissolution of limestone in the 
chalk, which is highly susceptible 
to dissolution by natural 
groundwater percolating 
through fissures and joints. 

"This dissolution can create 
three common types of features 
within the chalk, grouped 
together under the generic term 
'dissolution'features. 

"These can be either 
sinkholes - depressions at the 
ground caused by the collapse of 
overlying chalk or superficial 
deposits into underground voids 
created by dissolution, solution 
pipes or swallow holes. 

"Swallow holes can suddenly 
occur due to water flowing from 
leaking mains services, leaking 
drains or poorly constructed 
soakaway systems." 

They’ve got a 
ticket to bride 

A PAIR of newlyweds surprised 
their guests on their big day by 
organising transport to the 
reception - by train. 

Holly, 29, and Ben Mahoney- 
Gibbs, 30, invited their entire 
wedding party to join them on a 
2.34pm Southeastern train to the 
reception. 

The party of 70 were handed 
train tickets after the couple said 
their vows at St Stephen's Church 
in Dulwich before they made 
their way to the Brockwell Lido 
for the reception. 

When they arrived at the 
Sydenham Hill station, the group 
were treated to a personalised 
message on the customer 
information screens which told 
rail users:"Rear coach reserved 
for Holly and Ben's wedding 
party." 

The group were delighted to 
find that the South Eastern train 
was even on time, and the 
carriage was decorated for the 
celebration. 

They travelled on the train two 
stops to Herne Hill and the 
journey took just four minutes. 
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H E was the pioneering poet 
who catalogued the grim 
realities of ‘Chickentown’ 
England and brought an ageing art 
form kicking and screaming into 
the mainstream. 

But John Cooper Clarke seemed 
forever destined to play the 
supporting role - the opening act 
for the punk icons of the late 1970s 
and the potty-mouthed underdog of 
the professional poetry world, 
writes Jack Dixon. 

How then can his remarkable 
resurgence in popularity be 
explained? Because, against all the 
odds, Dr John is cashing in on 
arguably his most successful ever 
stint. Clarke is on his way back to 
west London as part of another 
whirlwind UK tour that kicks off 
in the next few weeks. 

Despite reaching the ripe age of 
67 - somewhat miraculously, 
considering his near-fatal ^ 

narcotic adventures - the 
Bard of Salford will be 
on stage three nights a 
week right through to 
July. 

It’s been an 
incredible second 
coming for Clarke, 
who has garnered a 
whole new 
generation of young 
fans enraptured by his 
witty lyrics and 
machine-gun delivery. 

From the powerful 
imagery depicting the grim 
lives of the Manchester underclass 
on the “uneasy, queasy, beastly” 
Beasley Street to the rib-tickling 
naughtiness of You’ll Never See a 
Nipple in the Daily Express, the 
bard’s poems have emerged reborn 
for a millennial audience. 

Perhaps it’s Clarke’s utter 
refusal to embrace the 21st century 
that makes him such an appealing 
anachronism to young fans. 

He resists the flittering trends of 
fashion, sticking with the 
trademark Neapolitan suit and 
cravat combination for decades. 

And despite living in an age of 
mod-cons he goes without a 
computer - for fear of morphing 
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John Cooper Clarke entertains an appreciative audience with witty lyrics 





give an 

obsessive type a 
computer,” he told 
ShortList magazine. “If you bought 
me a computer you’d find me dead 
six weeks later under a pile of 
pizza boxes. I’d watch Elvis videos 
for the rest of my short, morbidly 
obese life. It’s computer or career 
for me.” 

The Bard made an unlikely 
return to the airwaves in 2013 
when the Arctic Monkeys recorded 
a musical version of his love ballad 
I Wanna Be Yours for their hit 
album AM. In truth, Clarke never 
went away. But tying his work to 
northern rock’s new hero - the 
Monkeys’ Alex Turner - seemed to 
serve as a tonic for young fans. 


It’s testament to the strength of 
Clarke’s cannon that even his 
oldest works hit home 40 years 
after they were penned. 

Like digging into a buried chest 
of literary treasures, his back 
catalogue is a feast of delights for 
audiences old and new. 

The iconic Evidently 
Chickentown, with its scatter-gun 
expletives, sits alongside the 
snarling I Don’t Wanna Be Nice 
and the lilting Valley of the Lost 
Women - each tale depicting the 
grey misery of “our dismal daily 
lives”. 

But there are touching moments 
too, often showered with a 
poignant humour. A Heart Disease 
Called Love and the afore¬ 
mentioned I Wanna Be Yours are 
the stuff of wedding-day vows, 
while Health Fanatic, Hire Car and 
Majorca spin yarns of the 
romanticism of everyday heroes. 


Known as much for his 
sparkling wit and easy on-stage 
persona, Clarke’s attuned live 
performance is part poetry/part 
stand-up, spinning elaborate 
anecdotes to tee up his quick-fire 
readings. 

When he returns to London on 
his latest tour, corpsing crowds are 
set to sell out the Shepherd’s Bush 
Empire. Who knows how many 
more times Clarke will make the 
journey? 

“If you ever see me in a 
vegetative state - drooling and 
incontinent, having to be reminded 
of my own name - just leave me in 
peace,” he told fans on his last visit 
to the Empire. “You see, I’ve been 
there before - and it’s not that 
bad.” 

John Cooper Clarke is performing 
at the Shepherd's Bush Empire on 
Friday, July 1 


London strings along with new Radiohead album 


F ANS have had to wait five 
years for the return of 
Radiohead - one of Britain’s 
most admired alternative rock 
bands - but their highly 
anticipated ninth album has 
finally appeared. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Londoners rushed online to 
download the album, A Moon 
Shaped Pool, when it was suddenly 
released on May 8. 

Sharp, political lyrics are mixed 
with eerie, other-worldly beats - 
but London musicians are at the 
heart of the band’s new sound. 

The soaring strings that 
underpin the album are provided 



The London Contemporary Orchestra 
collaborated with Radiohead 


by the London Contemporary 
Orchestra - the latest in a series of 
collaborations with Radiohead 
guitarist Johnny Greenwood. 

The classical ensemble, set up by 
maestros Robert Ames and Hugh 
Brunt, plays the starring role at 
the centre of the band’s latest 


masterpiece. Based in Covent 
Garden, the award-winning 
orchestra provides the lush sonic 
backdrop to Radiohead’s ambitious 
new songs. 

It’s not the first time the 
orchestra has strayed away from 
its classical roots, having 
collaborated with the likes of 
Arcade Fire, Foals, Beck and 
Goldfraap in recent years. They 
first struck up a relationship with 
Radiohead through Greenwood, 
who teamed up with the orchestra 
to compose the original score for 
Paul Thomas Anderson’s 2012 film 
The Master. 

But A Moon Shaped Pool, which 


was received with huge acclaim by 
ravenous fans last week, will bring 
the LCO to a whole new audience. 

“The London Contemporary 
Orchesta has become one of 
Britain’s brightest beacons for new 
music,” judges at the Royal 
Philharmonic Society Music 
Awards said of the ensemble. 

“Its repertoire is adventurous 
yet it attracts sell-out crowds to 
extraordinary venues and has a 
remarkable online following. 

“It nurtures new audiences, 
forges fruitful alliances across the 
stylistic spectrum and champions 
challenging scores with virtuosic 
flair.” 


Beach party 
(in car park) 

H olidaymakers in search of a 
wild night out may not need to 
spend thousands of pounds jet¬ 
setting round the world this summer - 
sunbathers will be able to catch the rays 
and sip on cocktails in a Brixton car park 
instead. 

A pop-up 'beach boulevard' is set to 
open at the end of May on the site of a 
disused parking lot on the Coldharbour 
Lane industrial estate. 

Organisers are encouraging 
commuters to "escape the hustle and 
bustle of London" by stopping off at the 
beach on their way home from work. 

A jacuzzi and outdoor cinema are 
among the entertainments being lined 
up to entice partygoers, as the run¬ 
down rooftop car park is transformed 
into a Miami-themed paradise. 

Street food stands and bars will be 
installed around the pop-up beach as 
event planners try to coax holiday¬ 
makers away from the airport. 

The idea was the brainchild of two 
Brixton entrepreneurs - Freddie Fison 
and Jack Gutteridge - from Odd Events 
Ltd. 

The pair said they wanted to create 
an unusual community project and give 
Londoners "something different" to 
enjoy over the summer. And the beach 
boulevard initiative is helping good 
causes as well, with several local 
charities set to cash in on funds raised 
from ticket sales during the event. 

"We are very pleased to have been 
granted a full licence by Lambeth 
council and are really excited about 
bringing a fully interactive Miami beach 
to the heart of Brixton," Mr Fison said. 

"We hope that it will be an exciting 
and enjoyable experience for the local 
community, while also raising funds for 
good causes." 

The unlikely party venue will be open 
between 6pm and 11 pm every day, and 
between 1 pm and midnight on 
Saturdays, with tickets available from 
£4. 

Will TV trash 
Euro debate? 

C HANNEL4 has 
become the first 
broadcaster to 
make a pitch in the In- 
Out Euro vote - by 
bringing back 
Eurotrash to remind 
UK viewers what they 
won't be missing if they vote to leave 
the EU. Or will they? 

The show, which won a big British 
following for revealing the absolute 
worst of Continental TV, is to be given a 
one-off return on the eve of the 
referendum on June 23. 

Although Channel 4 denies that the 
deliberate scheduling of Eurotrash is a 
bid to assist the Brexit vote, the Leave 
camp's heavy hitters - including Boris 
Johnson and Kensington MP Victoria 
Borwick - must be chuffed that viewers 
will be caused to remember just how 
dreadful is much of Euro popular 
culture. The show, hosted by Antoine de 
Caunes, pictured, originally ran on C4 
from 1993 to 2007 and pulled in three 
million viewers a week, substantially 
more than the audience of 900,000 that 
C4 averages in the Friday night 
Eurotrash slot. 
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J EREMY Corbyn has been 
warned to beware political 
death by puppetry as ITV 
prepares to launch a new series of 
its Newzoids show with the aim of 
ridiculing the Labour leader, 
writes Geoff Baker. 

Mr Corbyn is among the figures 
who will be remorselessly mocked 
and derided when the topical 
animation satire show reveals its 
new puppets later this year and 
allies fear that a rubber drubbing 
could damage him more than any 
vicious exchange at Prime 
Minister’s Question Time. 

It seems that once a TV puppet 
show makes a mockery of political 
figures, viewers can never again 
take them seriously and Newzoids 
could hurt Mr Corbyn’s standing 
as a serious contender for the keys 
of Number 10. 

“Corbyn is a godsend for the 
Newzoids team who will be 
exaggerating his features to a 
ludicrous degree for the puppet 
and will be taking the mickey out 
of everything from his problems 
with singing the National Anthem 
to dressing like he’s wearing 


pyjamas,” said an insider. 

“If be only be done for a laugh 
but as politicians from the days of 
Spitting Image know, TV puppets 
can cause a lot of grief to your 
aspirations at Westminster.” 

Although both Margaret 
Thatcher and Norman Tebbit were 
said to be rather fond of their spots 
on Spitting Image, on which they 
often came across as bullies and 
tyrants, other politicians used to 
dread the show. 

Prime Minister John Major was 
said to be none too keen on his 
depiction, a tediously-grey puppet 
obsessed with eating peas, and 
Home Secretary Kenneth Baker 
was not exactly knocked out with 
delight to be parodied in the form 
of a slug. 

Friends of Lib-Dem leader Lord 
Steel have long debated whether 
his depiction, as a teeny weeny 
puppet, damaged his chances of 
leading the party when Spitting 
Image constantly scripted him as 
whipping boy to suave rival David 
Owen, and although Lord Steel has 
denied that it hurt his career, his 
wife claimed otherwise. 


In her book Tales From The Tap 
End, Lady Steel wrote: “David was 
almost fatally wounded as a 
political figure by the 
representation of him week after 
week on the satirical TV 
programme Spitting Image as the 
puppet in Owen’s pocket. 

“The caricature was well short 
of the truth but it was what people 
saw, and what they believed. I 
could hardly bear to watch it and 
often left the room. David always 
sat through it. 

“I suppose he needed to ki 
what they were saying and 1 
marvellous, resilient humor 
allowed him to see the funrn 
side. 

“But for me, loving him 
and knowing his toughness 
and determination, it was 
deeply wounding to see 
him so ridiculed.” 

Mr Corbyn has been 
warned, as have other 
celebs due to find 
themselves newly 
“zoided”, including Adele, 

Donald Trump, Zayn Malik 
and Danny Dyer. 


Watch out 
Jeremy, 
Newzoids 
are out to 
get you 


Rich rewards for artists’ fund 


Where now, 
Sharon asks 

SHARON OSBOURNE has finally 
taken to social media to thank fans 
for their support after her split from 
husband Ozzy. 

The Talk co-host opened up on 
the show about how she had been 
coping after she confirmed her 
divorce from her husband of 33 
years, and said she thought looking 
at tweets would be "salt in the 
wound". 

In a tweet on Wednesday, she 
wrote: "Huge thanks to everyone 
that has been so supportive to me 
with kind words and wishes. I wish 
there was another word I could use 
than thank you." 

Speaking on The Talk, she said: "I 
have no idea what I am going to be 
doing for the rest of my life. I don't 
know where I am going, who I'm 
going with and I just need time to 
think about what I really want for 
the rest of my life because this is 
really like getting to the last chapter 
of the book and I want to think 
about it very carefully." 


REVIEW 

Telegram HThe Pearl Harts ■ 
Elf Kid ■ Mullally 
The Lexington, Islington 
#### 

N OT only did this 
bumper gig at the 
Lexington celebrate the 
promise of four new acts 
destined for great things - it 
shone a bright light on the 
brilliant work of the capital's 
supportive musical 
community in helping to put 
them on the path to success. 

Smooth neo-soul singer 
Mullally, audacious grime 
artist Elf Kid, chug-rock duo 
The Pearl Harts and psych 
four-piece Telegram have all 
received a helping hand from 
the Emerging Artists Fund - a 
scheme set up by charity Help 


Musicians UK and indie label 
Pledge Music to support up- 
and-coming bands. 

This was a chance to show 
their appreciation for the 
project, which pumped 
thousands of pounds into 
London's new music scene 
last year. 

The gig was truly reflective 
of the capital's diverse and 
joyous mix of musical tastes - 
Lewisham rapper Elf Kid, 
joined by able accomplice 
Blakey, leapt across the tiny 
Lexington stage spitting tales 
from the streets of South 
London, but minutes later the 
same crowd was lapping up 
the rough-and-ready gutter 
rock of female duo The Pearl 
Harts. 

However, it is headliners 
Telegram that have made the 


biggest leap since cashing in 
on the EAF scheme. 

They described their return 
to the Lexington as a "spiritual 
homecoming"and wasted no 
time in raising the roof, 
leaving the walls of the 
Islington venue shaken from 
pillar to post. 

The band's superb debut 
album, Operator, was released 
to much fanfare in February - 
and they recreated its best 
moments here, channelling 
the raw energy of The 
Libertines in a lung-busting 
set that included a pin-point 
cover of Bowie's Heroes. 

If music fans ever needed 
confirmation that London is 
the breeding ground for 
bright young talent, then this 
was it. 

JACK DIXON 


ST FRA 
6TH FO 


Applications still 
open for entry 
September 2016 


Apply online to the College with: 

• 1 in 4 grades at A*-B (2015) 

• 19 A levels with 100% pass 
rate (2015) 

• 85% progression rate to university 

• 32 students gaining places at 
Oxford & Cambridge (over 15years) 

• A new canteen & Starbucks 
(built in 2014) 

Don't forget - if you already hold an 
offer for another college, you can hold 
as many college offers as you wish 
(options are good) 


Apply online: 

www.sfx.ac.uk 


SFX College, 10 Malwood Road, 
London SW12 8EN 
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The Windsors: is anyone amused? 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

EXPECT red faces at the an¬ 
nual general meeting of the 
Royal Television Society next 
week if its Patron turns up. 
Its members must be praying 
that he doesn’t. 

Prince Charles has been 
royal patron of the RTS since 
1997 and his praise for and 
support of its members has al¬ 
ways been keenly welcomed 
at its get-togethers. 

At a recent event, the 
Prince of Wales hailed the TV 
industry which generates 
more than £17.5 billion for the 
economy and was enthusias¬ 
tic in his praise for “these 
amazing programmes which 
would not have been possible 
without the immense talent of 
British writers, producers, di¬ 
rectors and on-screen talent.” 

But he may have changed 
his mind now, since the start 
of The Windsors on Channel 
4. 

Insiders admit it could be 
“most embarrassing” if 
Charles attends the AGM on 
May 24 in the light of The 
Windsors - and even more so 
if he brings his wife. 

For in the C4 soap opera the 
Duchess of Cornwall has been 
lampooned to levels never 
seen before on British TV. 
Even by the standards of Spit¬ 
ting Image, The Windsors is 
so near the knuckle it’s ex¬ 
posed to the bone. 

Which is a bit of a poke in 
the eye for the Duchess, not 



Channel 4's bawdy satire of the Royal Family, The Windsors, may not be going down very well as a viewing option at Clarence House 


least as she and Charles have 
hosted parties for RTS mem¬ 
bers at their own home, 
Clarence House. 

The Duchess could be for¬ 
given for spitting in the 
punch and adding Sennacot 
to the hors d’oeuvres if the 


RTS comes knocking for an¬ 
other party, for in The Wind¬ 
sors she is depicted as: 

■ A gin-drenched chain- 
smoker who drinks cocktails 
at breakfast. 

■ A poisonous witch deter¬ 
mined to stop William becom- 
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ing king. 

■ The arch-enemy of the 
Duchess of Cambridge whom 
she constantly attempts to 
undermine. 

■ Wearing stockings and 
suspenders for examinations 
by her gynaecologist at the 
dining table in Kensington 
Palace. 

■ Deliberately becoming 
pregnant at the age of 68 in 
order that her child will be 
monarch. 

The Windsors also depicts 
Prince Edward an alcoholic 
has-been, Princess Beatrice, 
Princess Eugenie and Prince 
Harry as half-wits, with the 
latter being unable to even 
read. The Duke of Edinburgh 
is painted as a foul-mouthed 
tyrant and Prince Charles 
himself is played by Harry 
Enfield as a simpleton. 

However, the Royal Fam¬ 
ily may take comfort from 
the official viewing figures 
for the outrageous comedy. 
Although C4 is crowing de¬ 
light that The Windsors drew 
a first week audience of all 
of L7 million watching the 
show, another way of looking 
at it is that 62.3 million could¬ 
n’t be bothered. 

The reactions of those who 
have seen the show are 
mixed. Many took to Twitter 



Channel 4's satire singles out 
the Duchess of Cornwall for 
particular lampooning 


after the first episode to post 
that they were “howling” 
with laughter at the sheer au¬ 
dacity of the soap, calling it 
“gloriously silly” and “like 
Made In Chelsea for the royal 
family”. 

Others have howled their 
indignation and fury that the 
royals could be so cruelly 
mocked, calling it “com¬ 
pletely unfunny”, “a royal 
comedy disaster”, “utter rub¬ 
bish” and “looks set to be the 
worst TV show of all time”. 

Adam Postans, Daily Mir¬ 
ror TV critic, wrote: “It took 
Prince Charles, played by 
Harry Enfield, who must be 
wondering how on earth he’s 
now lumbered with The 
Windsors on his glittering 
CV, to deliver some common 
sense: ‘What happens in the 
Duchy of Cornwall stays in 
the Duchy of Cornwall.’ 

Postans concluded: “Chan¬ 
nel 4, he’s speaking to you. 

“The hardest act to pull off 
in television is making a 
show that’s so bad it’s good. 

“So, fair play to Channel 4 
for at least giving it a crack.” 

Although the writers, 
George Jeffrie and Bert 
Tyler-Moore, are staying 
tight-lipped on whether The 
Queen will also be scan¬ 
dalously sent-up in future 
episodes, they are already 
making their excuses in the 
event that the show has up¬ 
set Charles and Camilla. 

“It’s not an observational 
documentary, remember it’s 
our fictional take on the roy¬ 
als,” says Tyler-Moore. 

“We’ve painted our 
Camilla as an out-and-out 
cartoon villain, which isn’t 
the public perception of the 
real Camilla. We imbued her 
with that ludicrous role be¬ 
cause we thought it would be 
fun to have an arch, soap 
style villain. 

“In the case of Camilla, 
there is the whole idea, often, 
in the papers, pieces saying 
‘Maybe we should skip a gen¬ 
eration and sideline Charles 
and Camilla, and have Will 
and Kate as the next king 
and queen’. So I suppose we 
came up with the idea of our 
Camilla as the villain be¬ 
cause, if she believes that 
press, she might get jealous, 
and hence try and plot to un¬ 
dermine Wills and Kate. 
That’s an invention on our 
part, really, for the purposes 
of comedy and satire.” 

One suspects The Wind¬ 
sors may not quite be seen 
like that at Kensington 
Palace. 


Duke of hazard: royal donation is a life-saver 


THE Duke of Kent is delighted 
after giving an oxygen-mask for 
pets to the fire service which 
saved the life of a dog on its first 
day. 

The device was used during a 
house fire call in Sevenoaks at 
the end of last month - less 
than 24 hours after it was 
installed on the engine. 

Sevenoaks Watch Manager 
Danny Barrett said they used 
thermal imaging cameras to 
discover the family was not at 
home, but their dog had been 
overcome with smoke. 

The hero fireman said:"We 



Life-saver: the Duke of Kent 

quickly established that the 
family were not at home but 
that their dog had been 
overcome with smoke. 

"Meanwhile, the resident had 
returned home to discover her 
home in flames and feared the 
worst for her pet - but 
firefighters had other plans. 


"They took the dog to safety 
and treated her with oxygen 
using a special pet mask that 
had only arrived on the fire 
station that morning." 

The Duke said: "I am 
delighted to hear that the 
animal oxygen mask that I 
donated with the help of 
Smokey Paws was used to save 
the life of a family pet so soon 
after it had been delivered." 

Smokey Paws is a charity set 
up to equip all fire service in the 
UK with life-saving pet oxygen 
masks with donations from the 
public and businesses. 
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T HERE are few music 
theatre stars these d 
who can claim to ha 1 
had a musical written for 
by Lord Andrew Lloyd We 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

There is one however, v 
still occasionally performs 
iconic songs which were 
developed especially for b 
unique vocal range. A rea 
living legend of musical 
theatre, Marti Webb will c 
again thrill the lucky few 
concert at the St James St 
next month, a show which 
also feature some of the bi 
stars of the West End. 

Webb, who during her 
illustrious career has plaj 
some of the most famous r 
both on Broadway and hei 
London, shot to fame in th 
1980s when the single Tak 
That Look Off Your Face r; 
up the UK charts, peaking 
the number three spot. Th 
standard made the singer 
household name and she 
became synonymous with 
one-woman musical, Tell 1 
On A Sunday, from which 
originated. Webb went on 
perform the show around 
the world, earning 
enormous adulation. 

The celebrated 
performer, who is now 
72, classes herself as 
semi-retired and is 
not a fan of doing 
interviews with the 
press, so when I was 
afforded the honour of 
talking to Marti at her 
West Country home, as a 
lifelong fan, I was thrilled. 

I first asked her about the 
one night only show at the St 
James, which is called Sunday 
at the Musicals. 

Marti said: “Well, it’s for the 
Royal Variety Charity which, 
as you know, helps young 
people in the profession. It’s 
wonderful and they do so 
much for people. 

“Paul (Burton, the producer) 
does this show every year and 
this year it features mainly 
female singers. That’s what 
makes it different from others 
and it’s also in a wonderful 
venue, needless to say.” 

Following leading roles in 
Stop the World, I Want to Get 
Off Haifa Sixpence, alongside 
Tommy Steele and in Godspell 
opposite David Essex, Webb 
was flown to New York to take 
over from Elaine Paige in the 
Broadway production of Evita 
in 1979. 

At her original audition for 
the show, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber had taken a particular 
interest in her voice and along 
with the revered lyricist Don 
Black talked about developing 
the musical Tell Me On A 
Sunday especially for her. 

Over 35 years later, Webb 
still loves to sing the powerful 
and emotional songs which 


r^MartiT\ 
It’s such a 
privilege to 
L sing these / 
Mk songs fA 



Marti Webb in full 
voice, above, and 
right, in 2014 at the 
second anniversary 
party for The St James 
Theatre in Victoria. 
Picture: Joanne Davidson 


were written with her 
personality and voice in mind. 

She said: “They’re 
wonderful songs and I feel 
privileged to sing them really 
and also to be known for them, 
which is even more wonderful, 
I think. I was such a lucky girl 
that he (Andrew Lloyd 
Webber) wrote them for me, I 
still can’t get over it.” 

The concert at the St James 
features a whole host of stars, 
who will perform songs from 
musicals past and present. The 
list of performers will include 
Natasha Barnes, who has hit 
the headlines recently as 
Sheridan Smith’s understudy 
in Funny Girl at the Savoy 
Theatre, Kinky Boots ’ Amy 
Ross and Show Boat’s Rebecca 
Trehearn. As such a stalwart 
of musical theatre and having 
performed the songs on so 
many previous occasions, I ask 
if she will still be nervous? 

“I’m always petrified and 
always worried about it. I 
think the day that I’m not is 
the day that I stop. 

“It keeps you on your toes, 
but I’m always petrified and 


always shaking like a 
leaf.” 

Sunday at the 
Musicals is in the 
opulent and elegant 
studio space at the St 
James, where the 
performers are literally 
within touching 
distance of the 
audience. 

Having played some 
of the biggest venues 
around the globe, 

Marti tells me that 
this type of setting 
gives the singers a 
different feel to their 
performance. It brings 
something else into it, 
because they are so 
close. It makes it so 
intimate. It’s almost 
like you’re doing it 
one to one and it’s 
such a lovely venue.” 

■ Sunday at the 
Musicals is at the 
St. James Studio on 
June 5. If you would 
like further details, 
you can visit the 
website the website 
stjamestheatre.co. uk 


Allegro comes 
to Playhouse 

THE Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical Allegro will have its 
European premiere this summer 
when the acclaimed team ofThom 
Southerland and Danielle Tarento 
stage the classic show at the 
Southwark Playhouse. 

With an epic score by Richard 
Rodgers and a groundbreaking - for 
its time - book by Oscar 
Hammerstein II, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's Allegro opened in 
1947 and now, almost 70 years later, 
will finally get its professional 
European premiere. 

The show is set in 1905 in a small 
mid-western town where the wife 
of a local doctor gives birth to a 
baby boy, Joseph Taylor Jr. Allegro 
chronicles nearly four decades in 
the life of this average Joe - 
through his childhood, from college 
dorm to marriage altar, and on to 
his own medical career; from the 
tranquility of his hometown to the 
hectic din of big city life and a mid¬ 
life discovery of who he is and what 



Thom Southerland and 
Danielle Tarento plan Allegro 

his life is truly about. Ultimately 
he learns the most important 
lessons of all - the value of family, 
that money isn't everything and 
that home really is where the 
heart is. 

Allegro, with music by Richard 
Rodgers, book and lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein II, was their third 
collaboration for the stage 
following Oklahoma! and Carousel. 
The new production at Southwark 
Playhouse will be produced by 
Tarento and directed by 
Southerland, the award-winning 
team behind Grey Gardens, Grand 
Hotel, Titanic, Parade and Mack& 
Mabel. 

Southerland said: "It's wonderful 
to have been given permission to 
look at this show, to bring it to life 
and to let audiences who love 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's music 
listen to a score that was written in 
the glory days, the golden age of 
Broadway musicals." 

Southerland is working on a new 
adaptation of the book and the 
production will have brand new 
orchestrations. 

Allegro will open for a six-week 
season in The Large at Southwark 
Playhouse from Friday, August 5 
and run until Saturday, September 
10. For more details you can visit 
south warkplayhouse. co. uk 
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W ORLD-FAMOUS 
singer and 
songwriter 

Marcella Detroit revealed 
recently that she would 
love to work with British 
superstar Adele, writes 
Nicky Sweetland. 

The celebrated 
performer, who has 
previously collaborated 
with some of the music 
industry’s biggest names, 
including Eric Clapton and 
Sir Elton John, has just re- 
released her seventh 
album, entitled Gray 
Matterz, following the huge 
success of the first single, 
England Calling. 

Marcella said: “I know 
Adele doesn’t work with 
that many other artists, but 
I would love to work with 
her and to write with her.” 

Perhaps best known to 
UK audiences as one half of 
90s band Shakespears 
Sister, Detroit is a 
prodigious songwriter and 
has enjoyed an enviable 
career, which has seen her 
achieve almost 
unparalleled success and 
longevity in the fickle 
world of music. Her latest 
album sees her return to a 
more dance music sound, 
similar to that of the 2001 
release, Dancing Madly 
Sideways. 

“I just sat down to write 
after three or four months 
of not even writing, 
because I was completely 
disillusioned by the 
music business. I just 
thought do you know 
what? I’m just going 
to have fun with 
this. I’m just going 
to do what I feel’ 
and the first song 
was like a dance 
song. I wanted to 
make it more about 
songs and less about 
production and give the 
background of it as more of 
a dance arena and that’s 
what happened.” 

Once the flow of 
creativity had begun again, 
Marcella quickly found the 
rhythm of her writing had 
returned. 

“I just kept writing songs 
and after about five I 
decided that it was fairly 
cohesive and a good vehicle 
for what I’m trying to say, 
so I decided to do an album. 
It was just inspired by 
things that were going on 
in my life at the time. I 
really write 
autob iogr aphically. ’ ’ 

The single England 
Calling was released at the 
end of last year and was 
inspired by the wealth of 
opportunities that have 
presented themselves to the 


artist. Not only is 
Marcella’s husband a 
Londoner, but many of her 
career highs have been the 
result of achievements on 
this side of the Atlantic. I 
asked Marcella if England 
really is still calling? 

“It keeps calling me! 
That’s what inspired the 
song. I was thinking about 
my long, illustrious career 
and how all of the major 
transitions and 
opportunities have come 
through England.” 

One career highlight was 
in 1992, when the single 
Stay by Shakespears Sister 
maintained the number one 
spot in the UK charts for 
eight consecutive weeks. 
Marcella co-wrote and sang 


Marcella Detroit has enjoyed 
another creative spell 

lead vocals on the anthem, 
which can still regularly be 
heard on radio stations 
across the world. 

She said: “I feel really 
grateful that something I 
did is so lauded. I feel 
grateful, honoured and 
humbled by it and I still 
perform it. It’s a special 
song about an interesting 
and fantastic time in my 
life.” 

At 63, the hard working 
musician shows no signs of 
slowing down and quite 
apart from Adele, would 
love to do some more 
collaborations. Also on her 
list are the celebrated 
record producer Mark 
Ronson and the multi¬ 
award-winning Sam Smith. 

You can get more 
information about Detroit’s 
album Gray Matterz on her 
website marcella-detroit.com 



Marcella Detroit discusses her successful seventh album 
with Nicky Sweetland 


Clifton to star in 
Marilyn musical 

STRICTLY Come Dancing star Joanne Clifton 
is to appear as movie icon Marilyn Monroe 
in a new production of Norma Jeane: The 
Musical, which opens at The Lost Theatre 
later this month. 

It promises to show a side of Monroe 
that to many is still a mystery. Norma 
Jeane: The Musical casts a beady eye on the 
dark side of fame and fortune. The show 
opens on May 30, with a press night gala 
on June 1, which would've been Marilyn's 
90th birthday. 

Joanne is most famous for her 
appearances on Strictly Come Dancing, 
where she has partnered Scott Mills, 

Russell Grant and Harry Judd, with whom 
she won the Christmas Special in 2015. Her 
recent work includes Burn The Floor 
(Australia and Japan, 2014) and the UK 
premiere of Irving Berlin's Face the Music 
(Ye Olde Rose and Crowne, 2015), for 
which she was nominated for an Off West 
End Award. 

Joanne is joined by Sarah Rose Denton 
(Welcome to New York, Hard Rock Cafe) as 
Norma Jeane, Joseph Bader (Der 
Rosenkavalier, Royal Albert Hall) as Marion, 
Darrie Gardner ( Profumo The Musical, 
Waterloo East Theatre) as Ida, and Maggie 
Robson (A Catered Affair, London Theatre 
Workshop) as Gladys. 
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Y OUNGSTERS from across west London will 
take to the stage at Regent Park’s open-air 
theatre this week when performances begin 
of Simon Adamson’s adaptation of Micheal 
Morpurgo’s novel, Running Wild, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

The ensemble for the show will be made up of 57 
young performers from the local community - 
aged between nine and 19, who will be alternating 
performances between two groups and will help to 
make the production the theatre’s biggest ever. 

One of the lucky actors getting the opportunity 
to be part of this epic production is 14-year-old Nell 
Dobson. Nell attends St Augustine’s Priory in 
Ealing and has found being part of the cast an 
enthralling experience. She said: “Whenever I’m 
on stage, I always know that it is something I love 
and I treasure every moment.” 

15-year-old Gina Fassela, from the Southbank 
Independent School, can’t wait to get started and 
with the beautiful setting within the trees of 
Regent’s Park, feels it’s the perfect place for this 
adventurous production. Gina said: “I love being 
at Regent’s Park, as when you perform outside and 
under an open sky it adds another level to the buzz 
you feel when performing live.” 

The story follows Will, who while on holiday 
with his mum in Indonesia escapes a tsunami on 
the back of an elephant. Miles from civilisation, at 
first there’s wonder, discovery and tree-top 
adventures amongst the orang-utans. But, as 
thoughts turn to mum left behind on the beach, 
Tigers prowl, hunger hits and Will must learn how 
to survive the rainforest. 

The role of Will is to be shared between three 
young performers, Joshua Fernandes, Tyler 
Osborne and Ava Potter, who previously appeared 
as Scout in the open air theatre’s production of To 
Kill a Mockingbird. 

Inspirational co-directors 
Timothy Sheader and Dale Rooks 
lead the production with 
puppetry provided by Laura 
Cubitt, Ben Thompson, Michael 
Taibi, John Leader, Sarah 
Mardel and Stuart Angell, with 
Fred Davis and Romina Hytten 
making their professional 
debuts having been part of the 
Chichester Festival Youth 
Theatre production in 2015. 

Running Wild opens on May 
19 and runs until June 12. There 
are also some children’s half- 
term workshops for Running 
Wild. Visit the website 
openairtheatre.com! running- 


Joshua Fernandes with Oona the 
Elephant. Below: director Dale Rooks 
with some of the YPE 

Pictures: Johan Persson 


Frost back to 
40s New York 

S ADIE Frost will star as Gypsy Rose 
Lee in a new play called Britten in 
Brooklyn at Wilton's Music Hall. 
The actress, whose numerous stage 
and screen credits include Zoe Lewis' 
Touched at Trafalgar Studios and the 
1992 film version of Bram Stoker's 
Dracula, will play the famed burlesque 
dancer whose memoirs were made 
into the musical Gypsy. 

Based on true events, the world 
premiere of Zoe Lewis' passionate and 
thought-provoking play is set in a 
dilapidated house in 1940s New York. 

The bohemian lifestyle of Benjamin 
Britten, WH Auden, Carson McCullers 
and Gypsy Rose Lee in the artistic 
community at 7, Middagh Street starts 


_ 

Sadie Frost Picture: Rachell Smith 

to unravel as the Second World War 
becomes a brutal reality. 

Exiled in America for his beliefs and 
a national disgrace, Britten must 
decide which way his conflicted 
political ideals lie but the constant 
parties, doomed affairs and John 
Dunne, the mysterious stranger, 
provide an easy distraction. 

Starring Frost and directed by Oli 
Rose, Britten in Brooklyn will play for a 
strictly limited season of 21 
performances from August 31 to 
September 17. 

Sadie said:"I am thrilled that the 
premiere of Zoe's brilliant play is to be 
staged in Wilton's Music Hall. It was 
always our first choice of venue and 
the stunningly restored theatre with 
its beautiful, faded bohemian 
elegance will form an integral part of 
the production." 

Further casting and creatives are yet 
to be announced. If you would like 
further details you can visit the 
website britteninbrooklyn.com 



Elvis takes a Detour back to the Palladium 


I T’S been “an absolute age” since 
Elvis Costello played at the 
London Palladium. 

“I don’t keep track of these things 
really,” the London-born singer- 
songwriter adds. “I suppose the last 
time I was there was when I was in 
showbiz college, and Brucie and I 
were presenting Beat The Clock.” 

He is, of course, joking, and 
showing his age (Bruce Forsyth 
presented a game segment called 
Beat The Clock on Sunday Night At 
The London Palladium back in the 
late fifties and early sixties, in case 
the reference was lost on you). By 
the time this interview’s 
published, Costello - who is 61 - 
will have started his stint at the 



world-famous venue. When we 
meet, however, he wonders whether 
they’ve got some “ghastly” 
performance on before his one-man 
show (of sorts), Detour, kicks off. 

That wasn’t the case though - it 
was Bryan Ferry. 

“Oh well, I take it all back,” 
Costello says when he discovers 
this. “I’ll certainly be lowering the 
tone after Bryan, Lord Ferry of 
Tyne and Wear.” 

The ‘of sorts’ in his one-man 
show is on account of the fact 
Costello’s joined at various 
points by guests, whether on the 
giant TV screen behind him or 
in person. To say any more 
would be to ruin some of the 


surprises in store, but it’s safe to 
say Megan and Rebecca Lovell of US 
roots and country band Larkin Poe 
make an appearance. 

“It’s really great to have their 
support,” he says. “It’s great to sing 
three-part harmonies with them, 
and have their musical backing. It 
comes as a jolt to the audience. The 
other great thing about Rebecca and 
Megan is they’re completely 
unsentimental about my repertoire, 
because of their youth. 

“They have no hankering to hear 
Oliver’s Army, because it was in the 
charts 35 years ago, or any of those 
old songs. They like things because 
they think they’re good, and they 
make some left field suggestions 


because of that. As a result, we’ve 
got a really decent repertoire to 
play with.” 

The rest of the evening is taken 
up by Costello introducing the 
songs and telling stories linking the 
whole show together. 

“It’s anecdotal, it’s not An 
Evening With’ or anything like that, 
but there are some slides,” he says. 
“It’s not rambling, but it doesn’t 
take a direct route either.” 

He says no one coming to the 
show to hear his greatest hits - and 
there are many - is going to leave 
disappointed. The key is not so 
much the well-known songs he’s 
playing, but how he gets there. 

ANDY WELCH 
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WINE tS-DilNE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE OF 
THE WEEK 



Spring vegetable salad with 
falafel and feta 

Serves 4-6 

You may want to make extra 
falafel to serve another time as a 
snack, plus you are likely to start 
munching on them once they are 
cooked - so I have allowed a little 
extra mix here! 

Ingredients for the broad bean 
falafels 

200g podded weight of fresh 
broad beans (unshelled); 1 large 
clove of garlic, peeled and 
crushed; 1/3tsp ground 
coriander; Itsp ground cumin; 
Itbsp chopped parsley; Itbsp 
chopped dill; 4 spring onions, 
finely chopped; Itbsp chopped 
coriander leaves; a good pinch 
of cayenne pepper; 4-5tbsp dry 
white breadcrumbs; salt; 
vegetable or corn oil for frying 
For the dressing 
The juice of 1 lemon; 4-5tbs 
olive oil 
To serve 

A handful or so of coriander, 
mint and parsley leaves, washed 
and dried; 30-40g podded 
weight of peas, cooked 
30-40g podded weight of broad 
beans, cooked (if they are large, 
you can shell them if you wish); 

100-120g good quality feta, 
broken into nuggets 



Spring vegetable salad with 
falafel and feta 

First make the falafels. Put the 
broad beans in a food processor 
with the garlic, ground coriander 
and cumin, and blend to a coarse 
puree. 

You will probably have to stop 
the machine a couple of times to 
scrape the sides with a spatula in 
order to get an even-textured mix. 
Remove from the machine and 
transfer into a bowl. 

Mix in the parsley, dill, spring 
onions and coriander; season with 
salt and cayenne pepper (they will 
need to be well seasoned) and 
mix in the breadcrumbs. Make 
into patties by shaping small 
handfuls into balls in your hands 
and flattening them slightly. Put 
them on a tray or plate and 
refrigerate for a couple of hours. 
Make the dressing by whisking 
the lemon juice and olive oil and 
seasoning to taste. 

Preheat about 8cm of vegetable 
oil to 160-180C in a deep, heavy- 
bottomed pan or electric deep 
fryer. Fry the falafels, about 5 or 6 
at a time depending on the size of 
the fryer, for 5-6 minutes until 
golden, then remove from the fat 
and drain on kitchen paper.To 
serve, arrange the herb leaves, 
falafels, peas, broad beans and 
feta on one large or individual 
serving plates and spoon over the 
dressing. 



Simon Wood's been busy since last year's MasterChef win 

PROFILE Simon Wood 


Belinda Donovan is an experienced chef who 
was trained at the prestigious La Varenne cooking 
school in France. She compiled the 
Hammersmith and Fulham Cook Book in 2013 
and is a regular writer of cookery columns and 
reviews. An enthusiast for all things Fulham, she 
has also written articles about the area's rich local 
history. She is currently a Conservative councillor 
for the Addison ward and served as Mayor of 
Hammersmith and Fulham for the year 2012-13 


BELINDA DONOVAN 



ROSS Spurrier realised a 
childhood dream when he 
started The Bishop’s Park 
Farmers’ and Fine Food Mar¬ 
ket. 

Incredibly he did this when 
he was just 18 years old. 

At 14 he was working on a 
meat stall at a local farmers’ 
market, having been volun¬ 
teered by his grandmother. 

He also worked in the 
school holidays on a farm, 
which gave him even more 
knowledge of meat. 

Ross decided at 18 that he 
wanted to start the hugely 
popular local Fulham mar¬ 
ket - it has proved so popular 
that it has gone from being 
fortnightly to once a week 


after a survey was under¬ 
taken of local residents and 
showed an overwhelming de¬ 
mand. 

Ross really enjoys meeting 
the customers and building a 
rapport with them, just as he 
did when he was a child help¬ 
ing on that market Stall. 

The market has ex¬ 
panded rapidly 
from 14 regular 
stalls to 25 now, 
some of which 
are honoured 


with The Great Taste Gold 
Star Award, he is proud to 
say. 

Ross tells me that he feels 
privileged to have such huge 
support from local residents 
and he especially enjoys stag¬ 
ing special Christmas events, 
which hesays are massively 
popular. 

Why not pop along to The 
Bishop’s Park Farmers’ and 
Fine Food Market next Sun¬ 
day between 10am to 2pm and 
see for yourself why its 
traders have won so many 
awards. For more information 
you can visit the website - 
rmsmarkets.co. uk 



He's cooked in world-class 
kitchens, just released a 
cookbook, landed a'dream 
job'and has plans to open 
up a business... Simon 
Wood's been busy since last 
year's MasterChef win. He 
tells Gemma Dunn why it's 
'all good' 

F OR lifelong foodie 
Simon Wood, a ca¬ 
reer in the kitchen 
was always a case of 
‘when’, rather than ‘if. 

“I’ve always wanted to 
cook, I’ve always watched 
cookery shows, I’ve al¬ 
ways read cookbooks and 
I’ve always wanted to be 
involved in that. In any 
concept,” the 39-year-old 
recalls. 

“So if I can get a cook¬ 
ery TV show, I want one. 
If I can write a cookery 
book, I want to do it. If I 
can win MasterChef, I 
want to do it.” 

And he’s a man of his 
word. Since applying for, 
and winning, MasterChef 
2015 - “I got into work one 
morning and someone had 
sent me an email that re¬ 
ally rubbed me up the 
wrong way. I applied and 
never looked back” - 
Wood, dubbed the series’ 
brightest ever talent, has 
enjoyed a whirlwind of 
success. 

“It’s been crazy; it’s 
been the quickest year of 
my life. The best but the 
quickest,” quips the Man¬ 
cunian, who counts stints 
at Simon Rimmer’s 
Greens Restaurant, Mar¬ 
cus Wareing at The Berke¬ 


ley, and Theo Randall at 
the InterContinental 
among his exploits. 

“It was a massive cul¬ 
ture shock, though. Some¬ 
times I still wake up and 
think, ‘Oh God, it’s really 
real’, but I’ve done so 
much and there’s so much 
more to come.” 

Rapidly ticking off his 
bucket list, the father-of- 
four is seriously busy - 
with his debut cookbook, 
At Home With Simon 
Wood. 

“I want people to look at 
the book and say, ‘My 
God, look at that; I 
couldn’t do it’, but then ac¬ 
tually have a good read 
and think, ‘Yes I can’,” he 
enthuses of the book’s 
‘fine dining made simple’ 
ethos. Do you know what? 
There’s one dish in there 
that uses one ingredient - 
cauliflower! There are 
some spices but essen¬ 
tially it’s cauliflower and, 
to me, it looks outstand¬ 
ing. If someone can gener¬ 
ate that dish with some 
inspiration from my book 
then I’ll be made up. 

“Don’t be scared of 
doing it wrong: just learn 
and practise,” he adds. 

There’s a section dedi¬ 
cated to the art of plating 
up, too, and chapters cov¬ 
ering a range of themes, 
including salads, non¬ 
gluten, pasta, meat, sweet 
things, the sea and vege¬ 
tarian dishes. 

“Hopefully it will in¬ 
spire people to turn out 
some good quality food.” 


Choose a better estate agent 

r 


...Happy savings 


EAl 


We sold our house for the 
full asking price in no time at all, 
eMoov were great. 

£5,300 


Julie Bickerdyke March 2016 


I 


Full service 

estate agency 

Pay just 

£595 



Damien Ellison 


On his visit, Damien will explain the home 
selling journey and answer your questions. If you 
instruct us, we will support you every step of the way, 
including: home valuation, a floorplan, quality colour 
photographs, creating your marketing brochure and listing 
your property on Rightmove and Zoopla to attract buyers. 
We then arrange viewings and negotiate on your behalf to 
get you the best price. Your sale will be expertly overseen 
all the way to moving day. 


emoovQ 0333 121 4950 Open 7 Days 

A better local estate agent everywhere. Or go to em00V.C0.uk/slp 
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u MOST WANTED u 

LANDLORDS!!! 

020 8684 3456 

Home Lets have been situated in Thornton Heath High Street for over 30 years and 
its trained staff has over 70 years of letting experience between them. 

The company and its staff are members of A.R.L.A (Association Of Residential Letting 
Agents) and N.A.L.S (National Approved Letting Scheme) giving you peace of mind. 

We currently require 1,2 and 3 bedroom properties for awaiting tenants and have a 
range of services that can be tailor made to suit most landlords. From a Let only 

service through to Full management. 

Ring now for a free market valuation of your property. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

If you have a problem tenancy or a problem tenant or even an agent that is causing you 
a head ache. Give us a ring to see if we can be of assistance. 

LANDLORDS 

FOR ALL YOUR LETTING REQUIREMENTS 
FREE RENTAL VALUATIONS, PROPERTY ALWAYS REQUIRED 

TENANTS 

PHONE TO RECEIVE FULL LIST BY POST, FAX OR MAIL. 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

• REFURBISHMENTS • ARRANGING REPAIRS • NEGOTIATING 
INSURANCE CLAIMS • ADVICE AND FORMS FOR ANY COURT ACTION 
FOR POSSESSION AND WARRANT OF POSSESSION 

s 

AAA 


HOME LETS 


Q RESIDENTIAL LETTING AGENT 

53 HIGH STREET, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY CR7 8RW 
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residential auction sale 

295 vacant and investment properties to include 


allsop 



By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building arranged to provide GF 
Retail unit and 6 x Flats above. Retail unit subject 
to a Lease, 4 flats subject to a Tenancy, 2 flats 
vacant. Producing £85,400 p.a. (equivalent). 


By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building arranged to provide 
GF Shop with ancillary basement storage 
and further accommodation above 
(Shell Condition). Producing £16,000 p.a. 



27 & 27A Oldridge Road & 1 
Pickets Street, Balham SW12 8PL 

By order of Receivers 

Freehold Building arranged to as 3 Flats 

and 6 letting rooms fully let. 

Producing £111,000 p.a. 



1-8 Wigton Place, 

Kennington SE11 4AN 

Freehold site extending to approx 0.042h 
(0.104a). Planning permission for 
6 Houses with basements. 



215 Battersea Bridge Road, 
Battersea SW11 3AP 


By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building arranged as 3 bedroom 
accommodation. Subject to an AST. 
Producing £23,400 p.a. (equivalent). 


Lot 225 Guide Price £850,000 - £950,000 


\ 

^ ' > 



96-100 Dawes Road & 85-85A 


Shorrolds Road, Fulham SW6 7EJ 

By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building arranged to as 2 GF Retail 
Units and 4 Flats. Producing £64,491 p.a. 
(equivalent). 



68 Mordaunt Street, 

Clapham North SW9 9RB 

By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building with rear garden arranged 
to provide 2 Flats. Each Flat subject to an 
AST. Producing £35,400 p.a. (equivalent). 



2-4 Mountbatten Close, 
Gipsy Hill SE19 1AP 

By Order of a Housing Association 
Freehold Building arranged to provide 
7x9 bed Flats. Extending to approx 
0.080h (0.197a). Fully vacant. 



70 Sunny Bank, 

South Norwood, SE25 4TG 

Freehold detached Building arranged as 5 x 
bedsits (4 x subject to ASTs, One x vacant). 
Producing £37,479.36 p.a. (equivalent) one 
bedsit vacant. 



Apartments 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 
Skydec Apartments, 

30 Heathfield Road, 
Wandsworth SW18 3HP 

Five Leasehold Flats each subject to 
an AST. To be offered individually or 
collectively. Producing £81,012 p.a. 



27, 28 & 29 Battersea Square, 
Battersea SW11 3RA 

2 Freehold adjoining Buildings. Potential 
for redevelopment, subject to consents 
Majority vacant Producing £12,750 p.a. 


36 Graveney Road, 

Tooting SW17 0EQ 

By order of Receivers 
Freehold House with rear garden. 

In Multiple Occupation (HMO). Arranged 
to provide 8 Letting Rooms subject to a 
Lease. Producing £42,000 p.a. (equivalent). 


63 Himley Road, 

Tooting SW17 9AG 

By order of Receivers 
Freehold Building with rear garden. 
Arranged to provide 6 Letting Rooms 
occupied on terms unknown. 


Thornbury House, 

12-16 Elmfield Road, 
Bromley, Kent BR1 1LR 

Freehold Mixed Use Parade. 
Planning submitted for 13 flats. 
Producing £166,500 p.a. Part Let. 


Site at 34-52 Sladedale Road, 
Plumstead SE18 1PY 

Freehold site extending to approx 
0.086h (0.214a). Planning Permission 
for 4 buildings comprising 4x2 bed 
Flats and 4 x one bed Flats. Potential for 
alternative schemes subject to consents. 


Flat 1, 278 Camberwell Road, 
Camberwell SE5 0DL 

Lot 151: Leasehold FF 2 bed Flat subject 
to Three ASTs. Producing £13,620 p.a. 
(equivalent). 

Guide Price £150,000+ 

Lower Ground Floor Flat, 

158 Victoria Rise, 

Clapham SW4 0NW 

By order of Receivers 

Lot 169: Leasehold LGF 3 bed Flat subject 

to an AST. Producing £28,800 p.a. 

(equivalent). 

Guide Price £475,000 - £500,000 
Flat C, 377 Lewisham High Street, 
Lewisham SE13 6NZ 

Lot 234: Leasehold 2F 2 bed Flat 
subject to an AST. 

Guide Price £140,000 - £150,000 


10B Spurling Road, 

East Dulwich SE22 9AE 

By order of The Court 

Lot 86: Leasehold 2F/3F 3 bed Maisonette 

subject to an AST. Producing £20,160 p.a. 

(equivalent). 

Guide Price £280,000+ 

Flat B, 114 Hither Green Lane, 
London SE13 6QA 

Lot 68: Leasehold 2F/3F 2 bed Maisonette. 
Producing £300 p.a. 

Guide Price £195,000+ 

84B Kingston Road, 

London SW19 1LA 

Lot 69: Leasehold GF 1 bed Flat with 
garden (with access from front and rear). 
Producing £350 p.a. 

Guide Price £195,000+ 


137A Shardeloes Road, 

New Cross SE14 6RT 

By order of a Housing Association 
Lot 110: Leasehold RGF/LGF 2 bed 
Maisonette with garden. 

Guide Price £360,000+ 

Units 1, 2 & 3 Wellington Works, 
Wimbledon Park, 

London SW19 8EQ 
Lot 75A: Freehold site and Industrial 
Buildings. Site area extending to approx 
0.179h (0.443a). Planning application for 
demolition of existing buildings and erection 
of six live/work units. Subject to a Tenancy. 
Producing £50,500 p.a. 

Guide Price £700,000+ 

Flat 3, 102 Southwood Road, 
New Eltham SE9 3QS 
Lot 54: Leasehold GF 1 bed Flat. 

Guide Price £160,000 - £170,000 


Garage to the rear of, 

70 Sunny Bank, 

London SE25 4TG 

Lot 133: Freehold single lock-up Garage. 

Guide Price £9,000+ 

122A Plough Road, 

Battersea SW11 2AL 

By order of Receivers 
Lot 83: Leasehold Retail Unit arranged 
to provide 1 bed Residential Unit and rear 
garden. Producing £12,600 p.a. (equivalent). 

Guide Price £225,000 - £250,000 
Flat H, 99 Belvedere Road, 
Norwood SE19 2HY 

By order of a Housing Association 
Lot 122: Leasehold 3F 2 bed Flat. 

Guide Price £350,000+ 


58 (Lot 61) & 58A (Lot 62) 
Dornton Road, Balham 
SW12 9NE 

By order of Receivers 
Lots 61-62: Two Leasehold Flats each subject 
to an AST. To be offered individually. Producing 
£32,400 p.a. from Lot 61 (equivalent) 
£50,400 p.a. from Lot 62 (equivalent). 

Guide Price £4750,000 - £525,000 8i TBA 

Garages rear of 
4 Christchurch Road, 

Brixton SW2 3EX 

Lot 146: Two Freehold single lock-up 
Garages with Forecourt. To be offered 
collectively as one Lot. 

Guide Price £30,000+ 


1. Where a guide price (or range of prices) is given, that guide is the minimum price at which, or range of prices within which, the seller might be prepared to sell on the date at which the guide price, or range of prices, is published. 

2. The reserve price is the minimum price at which the property can be sold. 3. Both the guide price and the reserve price may be subject to change up to and including the day of the auction. 


Auction sale: 

Thursday 26th May 2016 

The Cumberland Hotel, Great Cumberland Place, London, W1H 7DL 
Catalogue requests: 0906 515 1540 calls charged at £1.50 per minute 
For EPC ratings, refer to website 


Bid in person 



Bid online 



Bid by phone 



Bid by proxy 



online auction catalogue: WWW.dllS0p.C0.uk 


MARCH SALE RESULTS UPDATE - £55.6M RAISED - 79% SOLD 


START TIME: 10am email: resiauction@allsop.co.uk 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
^ Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Jobs 


WEEKEND 

RECEPTIONIST 

We’re looking for a highly motivated 
individual to join Rambert’s busy reception 
team at our award-winning new home on 
London’s South Bank. 

As the first point of contact you will provide exceptional 
customer service to all visitors. 

This is a part-time (min 7 hours per week), 
fixed term post until 18 December 2016. 

To apply please complete the application and 
equal opportunities forms and return before the 
closing date. 

These can be downloaded from our website 

http://www.rambert.org.uk/about-us/ 

jobs-auditions/weekend-receptionist/ 

Closing date for applications: 

12pm Thursday 19 May 2016 

Interviews for short-listed candidates: 

Wednesday 25 May 2016 


Drivers & Distribution 


SWEMKO UK LTD 
We have a role for a 

DELIVERY DRIVER 

The job involves collection and deliveries to 
our customers across the South East. 

The role is based in our London branch SE15 
Please send CV's to 
john.wood@swemkoknife.com 


Financial Services 


BUSINESS FINANCE 
AND LOANS 


For more than 30 years we provide The Best 
All Circumstances 
Any Purpose 
All Requirements 
All Types of 

Business Finance and Loans 


£10,000 TO 
£25,000,000 


01923 268 468 


ROSSMORE FINANCE 


Bargain Buys 


CHILDRENS BOOKS, all in 

excellent condition. For exam¬ 
ple: Enid Blyton, David 

Walliams, Roald Dahl, Mr Men 
and many other authors. For 
children 4-11 years. 3 books to 
£1. Tel: 020 7633 0087 


CALOR GAS Heater and Gas 
Bottle £50, Buyer collects. Tel: 
07947 101 960 

GLOVES, LEATHER 2 pairs, 
size S/M, Dark Pink and Light 
Pink, small wrist design on 
both, never worn, new £10. Tel: 
020 8312 2476 


Bargain 

Buys 


CREAM REAL LEATHER Gigi 
handbag, length 9in, width 
6in, plain three sections, front 
pocket, adjustable strap, 
never used, new £10. Tel: 020 
8312 2476 

HEAD XL CRASH HELMET full 
face, black, BCE 4ft 6in Football 
Table, PS2 Brick, 3 Controllers, 
5 Memory Cards, 22 Games, 
£40 each item. Buyer collects. 
Tel: 07539 067 972 

MENS CLOTHING AND 
FOOTWEAR Size 14, Clothes 
XXL, some new, some second¬ 
hand. All in excellent condition 
including Leather Jackets, 
Tracksuits, Shoes and Trainers. 
Tel: 07947 653 186 

ELECTRIC PLANE working 
£10. 32" Phillips TV not plasma, 
working £40. Bosch Drill Bits, 
never used £6 each. 300W 
Security Floodlight £6.Heavy 
Duty Chain, 3 metres £25. Tel: 
020 8672 0190 

BLACK REAL LEATHER 

Shoulder Handbag, adjustable 
strap, length 9y2in, width 9in, 
plain with front pocket, back 
zip, never used £10. Black 
Leather Gloves size M, new £5. 
Tel: 020 8312 2476 

BLACK REAL LEATHER 

Fiorelli Handbag, length 9in, 
width 5in small black leather 
flowers on front with centre sil¬ 
ver studs, removable strap, 
never used £10. Tel: 020 8312 
2476 

Articles for 
Sale 

Electric sewing machine with 
foot control and use instruc¬ 
tions in large wooden cupboard 
for sale Sale price: £95; 1 Welsh 
wooden dresser from ceiling to 
floor with lots of inserts for dec¬ 
orative items and lots of cup¬ 
board space - £100 Please 
telephone 07838 5676 39 and 
ask for Marieta. 


Bicycles 

GENTS MOUNTAIN BICYCLE 

good condition £40. Tel: 020 
8677 0230 


3 GOOD QUALITY and in very 
good condition Mountain 
Bicycles. A reasonable offer for 
one or 2 or even for 3. Tel: 020 
7733 1836 or 07877 818 162 


Collectors Gardening 
Items Products 


Wanted 


2 SMALL WATERCOLOURS 

by Ken Welland £40. Tel: 07778 
118 457 

Domestic 

Appliances 

VAX BAGLESS VACUUM 
CLEANER one year old since 
illness, too heavy to use. Buyer 
collects £50. Tel: 020 7240 7613 

DYSON DC24 Ball, bagless, 
upright vacuum cleaner, good 
suction, brush bar does not 
turn. £60. Tel: 07904 966 480 

2 VACUUM CLEANERS Dyson 
cylinders, serviced, demon¬ 
strated working. £35 each. Tel: 
020 8692 8449 

DISHWASHER, serviced Jan 
2016, standard size, still in use, 
a very clean machine. Only £65. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 

WASHING MACHINE Zanussi 
Aquacycle 1000 XC extra 
capacity, ele 1016W. A reason¬ 
able offer. Call 020 7733 1836 
or 07877 818 162. 

Bush Electric Cooker for sale. 

Used for only 18 months, colour 
black, Energy A, dimensions 
W60cms, D60cms, H90cms, 
fan oven, separate grill, perfect 
working order, Southwark. £50. 
Email: healthy- 

wise7@yahoo.co.uk. 

TUMBLE DRYER VGC, hardly 
used, condesor, 7kg, £50 no 
offers. Phone anytime: 020 
3092 3708 

DISHWASHER standard size, 
serviced Jan 2016, very clean 
machine, shown in use £65. 2 
VACUUM CLEANERS Dyson 
DC11 and DC8 cylinders, serv¬ 
iced, demonstrated working 
£45 and £35. Can deliver. Tel: 
020 8692 8449 

Furniture 

VARNISHED EXTENDABLE 
WOODEN TABLE sits 4-6 peo¬ 
ple, made in the 1960s £75. Tel: 
020 8543 9874 (after 7pm) 

LOVELY DRESSING MIRROR 

with two wings. 1 Glass top 
Coffee Table. 2 Chairs - 1 sin¬ 
gle, 1 double. 1 Round Table 
and Chair. Tel: 020 7828 9064 

TWO PINE CORNER DISPLAY 
UNITS. BOTH IN GOOD CON¬ 
DITION , CAN BE SOLD SEPA¬ 
RATELY OR TOGETHER. ONLY 
£35 EACH ONO. 

CASH PAID ON COLLECTION 
.BASED IN SE1 CLOSE TO 
BOROUGH TUBE 
TEL: 020 7403 4541. 


FLYMO ELECTRIC GRASS 
STRIMMER unwanted gift, still 
in box, expensive model £30. 
Can deliver. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

FLYMO GRASS STRIMMER 

current model, unwanted gift. 
£35. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Can 
deliver 

GARDEN TUBS 24ins x 24ins, 
very heavy, Parisian style, £20 
each. WATER BUTT with tap, 
round, green, £20. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 

5FT LARGE CODYLINE £20. 
Hardy Fan Palm £15. 
Agapanthus £6. Lemon 
Geranium £5. Oleander £10. 
Plus others. All healthy plants. 
Call for details: 020 7228 3956 

Furniture for sale display cab¬ 
inet (6'x8')- £35; wood armed 
sofa suite (3 seat, 1 seat and 
foot stool) - £80; children's 
wardrobe -£10; Other items- 
£10-£40. Please call and I can 
send photo. 

Call 07967448075 

Health & 
Beauty 

NEW NONO HAIR REMOVER 

Shaver Machine £30. Tel: 07749 
531 070 


Home 

Improvement 

KITCHEN SINK stainless steel, 
new taps and waste, 92.5cms 
wide x 48.5cms deep, right 
hand drainer, could be changed 
to left. Nice and clean. Any 
offers. Tel: 07877 818 162 

Mother & 
Baby 

ELEA MAXI-COSI 

PUSHCHAIR All extras, foot 
muff, cosy toes, shopping bas¬ 
ket, rain cover, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £50 ono. Tel: 07903 185 
897 

Soft 

Furnishing 

NEW DUCK FEATHER King 
size duvet £40. Tel: 07749 531 
070 

Wanted 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 


ATTENTION LANDLORDS 


We will rent your property from 
you for 5 years ! 

- Guaranteed Rent! 

- We will also look after all of 

the maintenance! ^ 


Call Dexter NOW 
to find out more: 
020 8819 1740 

www.shardpropertysolutions.co.ul* 


MODEL RAILWAY items want¬ 
ed by collector, good prices 
paid for your locos and rolling 
stock. All makes considered. 
Please call 020 8304 9180 



MODEL RAILWAY TRAINS 
WANTED by collector. Good 
prices paid for your locos and 
rolling stock. All makes consid¬ 
ered. Please call on 020 8304 
9180. 

Car Boot 
Sales 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PRNK, INDIE, REGGAE, S0DI... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL : 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NDN CHART CD CDLLECTIONS 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 
HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


Home Services 


Plastering Bu J ldi "3 


* A I * 

AJ & 

| PLASTERING | 

Small Building Work? 

* No job too small! * 



KB Property Maintenance 
& Refurbishments 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


Building 



ESTIMATE ME 

The Complete Building Service 
We estimate we can beat any quote by 20% 
on building the shell & loft extensions. 

New build, Referb, Loft extension, garden walls, 
Patios & drives. Over 35 yrs experience. 

estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 

07967326541 -02084626186 


Building 

Repairs 


I Ace Building & | 
IDecorating Services! 

I Handyman Services, 1 

| Electrical, Plastering, | 

| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 

| FREE for OAP g 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 

L..........J 

Electrical 

Services 



George 

Electrician 

hts, Sockets, | ..i 
Rewires, I ’** 1 
irds, Certificate 
■ Connection, 
Reliable 

8552 9942 


X 1 TkT WEEKLY 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

CLASSIFICATION 


Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
L Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Gardening 
[Home Serv) 


LOCAL FEMALE 
EXPERIENCED 
GARDENER 

for maintenance advice 
and all gardening needs 
Competitive Rates 

J7971 590 475 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


Patios & Drives 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABOUT THE HOUSE BUILDING 
SOLUTIONS LTD 

Roofing and Guttering Services 

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Guttering & Facias - UPVC 
All types of Lead Work & Chimneys 
All Minor Repairs on roofs £250 
All Gutters cleaned and sealed £50 
Painting and Decorating, Interior and Exterior 
www.aboutthehousebuildingsolutions.co.uk 


SEASONS GUTTER 
H CLEANING 



Get your 
gutters ready 
for spring 



Storag 


e & Removals 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 



MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 


Commercial Removals 
1 hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable & friendly service 
Call James 

07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


OFFERING ONLY THE FINEST 
DRIVE AND PATHWAY PRODUCTS 

WORKING THROUGHOUT THE UK 

- SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

www.globalstoneuk.com ) 



V -1 

we are dedicated 
With a vast choice 
design possibilities 
all types of prop 
products are u 
material' 

GLOE 

Office: 0203 
Freef 

R/0 213 Nortl 
We i 

to making your drivewa) 
i of colours and styles to 
s are virtually limitless. V 
erty improvements. Only 
isea and we are happy t 
; to suit your property or 

XAL STON 

6833 Mobile: 077 
Dhone: 0800 474 f 

i Street, Romford, Ei 
accept all major credit c 

f dreams a reality, 
choose from your 
'/e also undertake 
the best quality 
o recommend 
budget. 

E UK 

75 260 217^1 
3895 J 

ssex RM1 4QA 
ards 


Gutter cleaning • UPVC cleaning 
Moss removal Gutter & Fascia repairs 
• Gutter & Fascia installation 
Fully qualified & insured 
No job to small 24/7 • Free estimates 

07768 233 015 


South 
Removals 
& Clearance 

Flats, Houses, Offices 
Fully Insured 
Professional service, 
Same day 

07494 
119 611 


Homes 


e-mail: property@slp.co.uk 
www.southlondonpress.co.uk 


Propert^to Let_ 


ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

First Floor very large self-contained studio flat 
bed/sitting room, very very large kitchen/diner, 
bath/shower separate wc, c/h, suits 
single/couple 

£1000 pcm 

Self-contained single bedroom studio flat. 
Living/kitchen/dining, shower/wc, d/g, c/h. 

ONLY £900 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


Property 

Wanted 



Commercial Property for Sale 


Commercial Property 
for Sale in Blackheath 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
"I, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 

include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 

specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise- 
ment(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ- 

companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 



Currently used as builders yard. 
Gated access, offices, storage, 
hardstanding, all amenities. 
Approx plan size 490M2. 

OIRO £995,000 

Call 07957 361 988 


Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(BECKLOW ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate filming works to be 
carried out in the above named road; it made an Order the effect 
of which prohibits vehicular traffic in the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, 
wait, load or unload in Becklow Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be require 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference 
with the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any 
vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance 
purposes and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 24th May 2016 and will 
be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Tuesday, 24th May 2016 
and last for 1 day. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these 
dates. 

Dated this 12th day of May 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 
I give notice that 
applications have been 
made to the Council of the 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
284 King Street London 
W6 OSP 2016/01948/FUL 
Installation of a new shopfront 
to replace existing, including 
installation of an additional door. 
47 Foskett Road London 
SW6 3LY 2016/01926/FUL 
Excavation of the front garden 
and part of the rear garden to 
form lightwells, in connection 
with the creation of a new 
basement. 

18-22 Vanston Place 
London SW6 1AX 

2016/01982/FUL 

Use of the pavement as an 
outside seating area comprising 
of 6 tables and 20 chairs. 

284 King Street London 
W6 OSP 2016/02010/FUL 
Erection of a two storey single 
family dwellinghouse at the rear 
of 284 King Street; formation of 
a roof terrace at roof level of the 
new dwellinghouse. 

98 North End Road London 
W14 9EX 2016/01984/FUL 
Change of use of part of the 
lower ground floor and upper 
ground floor from restaurant 
(Class A3) into a one bedroom 
self-contained flat (Class C3); 
erection of rear extensions at 
lower ground, upper ground, 
first and second floor level; 
formation of roof terraces at 
upper ground and first floor 
level, installation of new doors 
to replace the existing window 
at lower ground floor level, 
installation of a new window to 
replace the existing at upper 
ground, first and second floor 
level to the rear elevation; 
relocation of the extract duct at 
the rear of the building. 

76 Bentworth Road London 
W12 7AJ 2016/01993/FUL 
Amendments to previously 
approved planning permission 
ref: 2016/00131/FUL granted 8th 
March 2016 for the ‘Erection of 
a single storey rear extension.’ 
Amendments to include 
relocation of the ground floor 
bathroom window to the side 
elevation of the dwellinghouse. 
67 Doneraile Street 
London SW6 6EW 

2016/01995/FUL 
Erection of glass balustrades 
around part of the flat roof at 
third floor level to the rear 
elevation, in connection with its 
use as a terrace; installation of a 
double glazed sliding door in the 
rear roofslope and a 
hydraulically aided hinged 
double glazed roof hatch to 
replace the existing skylight at 
main roof level. 

67 Doneraile Street 
London SW6 6EW 

2016/01996/FUL 
Erection of glass balustrades 
around the flat roof at third floor 
level to the rear elevation, in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace; installation of a double 
glazed sliding door in the rear 
roofslope and a hydraulically 
aided hinged double glazed roof 
hatch to replace the existing 
skylight at main roof level. 

Brook Green Hotel 170 
Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7PB 

2016/02004/FUL 
Erection of 2no pergola 
structures in the rear yard of the 
public house. 

71 Ravenscourt Road 
London W6 OUJ 

2016/02005/FUL 
Erection of rear extensions at 
lower ground and upper ground 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
installation of a new rooflight 
above the main flat roof and 
above the second floor roof of 
back addition; infilling of existing 
rooflight at main roof level; 
formation of roof terraces at first 
and second floor level; erection 
of new external staircase from 
lower ground to upper ground 
floor level at the rear of the 
property; installation of new 
French doors to replace the 
existing window at upper ground 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
associated external alterations 
to the front and rear 
fenestrations. 


1 Effie Place London 
SW6 1TA 2016/01947/FUL 

Erection of a front and rear roof 
extension; erection of rear 
extensions at lower ground, 
upper ground and first floor 
levels; formation of a roof 
terrace to rear elevation at roof 
level; excavation of front garden 
and part of rear garden to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
creation of the basement; 
erection of railings to the front 
boundary. 

Maisonette Basement And 
Ground Floors 27 
Avonmore Road London 
W14 8RP 2016/01985/FUL 

Removal of front external 
staircase and single storey front 
extension at lower ground floor 
level; erection of new external 
staircase at lower ground floor 
level to the side of the main 
building; associated landscaping 
in the rear garden area. 

58 Coniger Road London 
SW6 3TA 2016/02015/FUL 
Excavation of the rear and part 
of the front garden to form 
lightwells in connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement and front lightwell; 
installation of new doors to 
replace the existing door and 
bay window at ground floor level 
to the rear elevation; alterations 
to the roof of single storey back 
addition; erection of new 
external steps from basement to 
garden level in the rear yard; 
associated landscaping. 

6 Stevenage Road London 
SW6 6ER 2016/02021/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear 
of the existing back addition; 
installation of new French doors 
and windows to replace the 
existing window to the side of 
the existing single storey back 
addition; installation of a new 
window to replace the existing 
French doors to the rear of the 
existing bedroom at ground floor 
level; alterations and increasing 
the height of the roof of single 
storey back addition. 

27 Chiddingstone Street 
London SW6 3TQ 

2016/02037/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of 
the existing back addition; 
relocation of the existing French 
doors and the Juliet balcony in 
the rear roofslope; installation of 
a new rooflight to replace the 
existing rooflight above the main 
flat roof at roof level. 
Maisonette First And 
Second 2 Oakbury Road 
London SW6 2NL 

2016/02002/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of two rooflights in 
the front roofslope. 

122 - 124 Hammersmith 
Road London W6 7JP 

2016/02048/FUL 
Installation of a new shopfront. 
White Horse 31 Uxbridge 
Road London W12 8LH 

2016/02051/FUL 
Demolition of 2no outbuildings 
at the rear of the property. 

145 Harbord Street London 
SW6 6PN 2016/02067/FUL 
Conversion of the existing 
building comprising of 2no self- 
contained flats into a single 
family dwellinghouse; erection of 
a single storey extension to the 
side of the main building and to 
the side of the existing back 
addition following the demolition 
of existing conservatory; 
excavation of front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the creation of a 
new basement; erection of an 
external staircase from 
basement to garden level at the 
rear of the property; erection of 
a single storey garage following 
the demolition of existing garage 
in the rear garden; associated 
landscaping. 

9 Coulter Road London 
W6 OBJ 2016/02050/TPO 

Felling of a Willow Tree (T1) in 
the rear garden subject to Tree 
Preservation Order 
TPO395/07/15 (T1). 

Flat First Floor 31 Richford 
Street London W6 7HJ 

2016/00563/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, 
on top of existing back addition. 

Raving Buddha 77 
Goldhawk Road London 
W12 8EG 2016/01972/FUL 

Installation of entrance door to 
front elevation at ground floor 
level on the corner of Richford 
Street and Goldhawk Road. 


443 North End Road 
London SW6 1NY 

2016/02058/FUL 

Alterations to the main flat roof 
at roof level to include 
installation of a glazed roof 
access hatch and erection of 
metal balustrades and opaque 
glazing around part of the roof in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace. 

1A Grimston Road London 
SW6 3QP 2016/01703/FUL 

Conversion of the existing two 
storey building fronting Grimston 
Road (Use Class B1) to provide 
two residential units (Use Class 
C3), and the insertion and 
replacement of windows and 
doors and associated 
alterations; demolition of the 
existing one and two storey 
buildings (Use Class B1) within 
the application site and the 
erection of a two storey plus- 
basement building to provide six 
residential units (Use Class C3) 
24 Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7PJ 

2016/01705/FUL 
Installation of new security 
shutter to the front elevation. 

24 Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7PJ 

2016/01706/ADV 
Display of a non-illuminated 
fascia sign to the front elevation. 
Land Adjacent To Jepson 
House Pearscroft Road 
London 2016/01960/FUL 
Demolition of existing structures 
and redevelopment of the site to 
provide 35 affordable residential 
units within a 3 - 5 storey 
building, including the provision 
of cycle parking, hard and soft 
landscaping, access works and 
reprovision of electricity sub¬ 
station. 

43 Studland Street London 
W6 OJT 2016/02016/FUL 

Replacement of all existing 
single glazed timber windows 
and doors on the front and rear 
elevations with double glazed 
timber windows and doors. 

14 Maclise Road London W14 
OPR 2016/01916/FUL 
Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level and the formation of a 
roof terrace at fourth floor level 
in connection with the creation 
of a 1 x one bedroom self- 
contained flat. 

64 Uxbridge Road London 
W12 8LP 2016/01976/FUL 

Change of use of basement and 
ground floor level from retail 
(Class A1) into a 
restaurant/takeaway (Use 
Classes A3/A5); erection of a 
single storey rear extension with 
2no air conditioning units and 
associated ductwork mounted 
above the roof of the new single 
storey back addition; removal of 
existing awning from the 
shopfront and associated 
external alterations. 

64 Uxbridge Road London 
W12 8LP 2016/01977/ADV 
Display of Ino. fascia sign 
comprising of a logo and fascia 
lettering (non-illuminated) and 
Ino double sided non- 
illuminated projecting sign to the 
front elevation. 

205 Wandsworth Bridge 
Road London SW6 2TT 

2016/01731/FUL 
Conversion of existing single 
family dwelling house into a 2no. 
bedroom maisonette at 
basement and ground floor level 
and 3no. bedroom maisonette at 
first and second floor level; 
erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension; excavation of the 
front garden to form a lightwell 
in connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement; installation of 2no. 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
removal of part of the pitched 
roof of the back addition at third 
floor level to form a roof terrace 
enclosed with railings; and 
installation of a door to the rear 
elevation at roof level in order to 
allow access to the roof terrace. 
34 Narborough Street 
London SW6 3AR 

2016/01572/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, over part of 
the existing back addition; and 
excavation of the front garden 
and part of the rear garden to 
form lightwells, in connection 
with the creation of a new 
basement. 

91 Wendell Road London 
W12 9SB 2016/02030/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension 
including a formation of a hip to 
gable roof extension. 


putting residents first 


133 Munster Road London 
SW6 6DD 2016/01992/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of part one part two 
storey rear extension at ground 
and first floor levels following 
the demolition of the existing 
rear extension; and excavation 
of the front garden to form a 
lightwell, in connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement. 

84 North End Road London 
W14 9ES 2016/01564/ADV 

Display of an externally 
illuminated advertisement 
shroud measuring 8m by 8m on 
existing scaffolding on the flank 
elevation for a temporary period 
of two months between 2nd 
June and 2nd August 2016. 

144 Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7PB 

2016/01127/VAR 
Variation of Condition 3 of 
planning permission reference: 
2015/00525/FUL allowed on 
Appeal (ref: 

APP/H5390/W/15/3073505) on 
30th November 2015 for the 
“change of use of basement and 
ground floor from a Veterinary 
Surgery (Class D1) and office 
(Class B1) to a coffee shop 
(Class A1/A3).” A variation is 
required to an area of the 
premises at rear to achieve a 
new standard recommended 
within the noise report 
(Amended Description). 

Flat Basement 179 
Greyhound Road London 
W6 8NL 2016/01847/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the 
existing back addition; 
installation of bi-folding doors at 
basement level to the rear 
elevation; installation of new 
French doors to replace the 
existing window to the rear of 
bedroom 2 at basement level; 
replacement of existing window 
with a new window to the side 
of single storey back addition. 

15 Peterborough Road 
London SW6 3BT 

2016/01958/FUL 
Erection of a front roof 
extension; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of French 
doors and a Juliet balcony to 
replace the existing window in 
the rear roofslope; erection of a 
single storey rear extension 
following the demolition of part 
of the single storey back 
addition; excavation of the front 
and rear garden to form 
lightwells in connection with the 
creation of a new basement. 

9 King’s Parade Askew 
Road London W12 9BA 

2016/01781/FUL 
Erection of two additional floors 
on the roof of the existing single 
storey building to provide office 
space; erection of a single 
storey rear extension to house 
internal stairway. 

Former BBC Media Centre 
Wood Lane London 

2016/01749/VAR 
Minor amendments to 
application 2015/03943/FUL 
granted 17th November 2015 
comprising changes to 
dimensions and detail of 
Louvres. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

47 Foskett Road London 
SW6 3LY 2016/01926/FUL 

Excavation of the front garden 
and part of the rear garden to 
form lightwells, in connection 
with the creation of a new 
basement. 

18-22 Vanston Place 
London SW6 1AX 

2016/01982/FUL 

Use of the pavement as an 
outside seating area comprising 
of 6 tables and 20 chairs. 

16 St Dionis Road London 
SW6 4TT 2016/02035/FUL 
Demolition of the existing 
building with the exception of 
the front facade, erection of a 
replacement part one, part three 
storey plus-basement single 
family dwellinghouse; raising the 
ridge height of the main roof and 
the formation of a roof terrace at 
first floor level to the rear 
elevation; erection of external 
steps from basement to garden 
level at the rear of the property. 


145 Harbord Street London 
SW6 6PN 2016/02067/FUL 

Conversion of the existing 
building comprising of 2no self- 
contained flats into a single 
family dwellinghouse; erection of 
a single storey extension to the 
side of the main building and to 
the side of the existing back 
addition following the demolition 
of existing conservatory; 
excavation of front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the creation of a 
new basement; erection of an 
external staircase from 
basement to garden level at the 
rear of the property; erection of 
a single storey garage following 
the demolition of existing garage 
in the rear garden; associated 
landscaping. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 

5th June 2016. See below 
for ways of commenting on 
applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
3B Nascot Street London 
W12 OHE 2016/01510/FUL 
I give notice that Mrs Parsloe 
is applying to FIAMMERSMITFI & 
FULHAM COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: 
Conversion of existing flat to 
use as 1 no. one bedroom self- 
contained flat and 1 no. two 
bedroom self-contained flat; 
erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of 
the existing back addition; 
alterations to the roof of back 
addition to incorporate a flat 
roof and the erection of privacy 
screens around the remaining 
part of the flat roof at second 
floor level to the rear elevation, 
in connection with its use as a 
terrace; installation of 2no 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 
777 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5HA 2016/01863/FUL 
I give notice that Mr H Chande 
is applying to HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: Change 
of use of part of the ground floor 
from retail (Class A1) into a two 
bedroom self-contained flat; 
partial demolition of the ground 
floor rear extension to form new 
lightwells and associated 
external alterations. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
5th June 2016. See below 
for ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 

Executive Director for 
Transport and Technical 
Services 

on behalf of HAMMERSMITH 
& FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning . Click 
on the ‘Planning Online’ logo on 
the Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments 
to: plancomments@lbhf.aov.uk . 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION 
KING STREET W6 between 
9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to 
Friday, excluding public 
holidays. 

If you want to make comments 
on applications please E-mail 
them through our website or 
post them to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by 
the date shown above. Please 
include the application reference 
number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated 
but this cannot be guaranteed 
so please reply promptly. For 
initial enquiries call our 
information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 
020 8753 1082. 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 
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Public Notices 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a new Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Brompton Bicycle Ltd has 
applied to the City of Westminster on 28.04.2016 for a new 
premises licence for Brompton World Championship 
Hospitality Area as part of Prudential Ride London Cycling 
Festival, The Mall, SW1A 2BJ. 

The proposed application is to permit the sale by retail of 
alcohol. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in relation 
to this application must give notice in writing of his/her 
representation by 26.05.2016 stating the grounds for making 
said representation to: Licensing Service, 14th Floor, City 
Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, SW1 
The public register where applications are available to be 
viewed by members of the public can be accessed online by 
visiting at www.westminster.gov.uk/Licensing and following 
the link to the public register. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations by the 
date given above. The Licensing Authority will have regard 
to any such representation in considering the application. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, 
to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in or in 
connection with an application for premises licence and the 
maximum fine on being convicted of such an offence is 
£5000. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a New Premises Licence under 
Section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that KIRAZU LIMITED has 
applied to the City of Westminster on 3rd May 2016 for a new 
premises licence for 3 Winnett Street, London W1D 6JY. The 
proposed application is to permit for the sale by retail of 
alcohol. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in relation 
to this application must give notice in writing of his/her 
representation by 31st May 2016 (28 days the day after the 
application is received by the licensing department) stating 
the grounds for making said representation to: Licensing 
Service, 14th Floor, City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, 
SW1. 

The public register where applications are available to be 
viewed by members of the public can be accessed online by 
visiting at www.Westminster.gov.uk/Licensing and following 
the link to the public register. The Licensing Authority must 
receive representations by the date given above. 

The Licensing Authority will have regard to any such 
representation in considering the application. It is an offence, 
under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in or in connection with an 
application for premises licence and the maximum fine on 
being convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Licensing Act 2003 
Notice of Application for a 
Major Variation of a Premises Licence 

An application has been made to 
Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea by MW Eat Ltd, for a major 
variation of a Premises Licence for 
premises known as Masala Zone, 147 
- 149 Earl’s Court Road, SW5 9RQ so 
as to; 

1. Permit alcohol to be consumed by 
seated customers within a restricted 
area (which is shown by green 
hatching on the plan deposited with 
the licensing authority) without the 
requirement to eat. The service of 
alcohol must be by waiter/waitress 
service only. 

2. To remove old converted conditions 
from the previous licensing regime 
(Annex 2 conditions 8 and 10) which 
are no longer applicable. 

3. Make a minor layout change with 
regard to the ground floor dispense 
bar 

The full application setting out full 
details of the licence sought can be 
viewed at the offices of the licensing 
authority at 37 Pembroke Road, 
London W8 6PW during normal office 
hours (ring in advance to check). 
Further information may be available at 
www.rbkc.gov.uk 

Persons who may be affected by 
the grant of the application or 
responsible authorities can make 
representations to the Licensing 
Authority by 7 June 2016. All 
representations must be made in 
writing. 

It is an offence under Section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003 for anyone to 
recklessly or knowingly make a false 
statement in connection with a 
licensing application. The maximum 
fine on conviction is £5,000. 

BERWIN LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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Favourites let go 


A T the end of his first season in charge 
at Loftus Road Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink has made it clear that he 
is not one to duck difficult decisions. 



LOFTUS ROAD 

S' 

RANGERS REVIEW 


With Tony McDonald 


Last week the QPR 
manager risked his 
popularity among 
supporters by releasing 
two of the most popular 
players from his first 
team squad for next 
season. 

Veteran defender Clint 
Hill and creative 
midfielder Ale Faurlin 
were both shown the 
door in W12 by the no- 
nonsense Dutchman, 
whom many fans reckon 
may live to regret it. 

“There is no 
disguising we have had 
some very difficult 
decisions to make,” said 
Hasselbaink. 

“What was absolutely 
vital, though, when I 
was speaking to all of 
the players, was that I 
was 100 per-cent honest 
with them. They needed 
to know where they 
stand, and my views. 

“Clint and Ale are 
QPR stalwarts who have 
given outstanding effort 
and commitment to the 
club but now is the time 
to try to make new 
heroes for the 
supporters.” 

No-one can question 
Hill’s commitment, 
determination or 
popularity. A born 
leader, he was twice 
voted supporters’ player 
of the year during R’s 
time in the Premier 
League since his arrival 
from Crystal Palace in 
the summer of 2010. 

Fans will recall how 
he skippered Rangers to 
promotion glory in 
2013-14 and his selfless 
acts of substituting 


himself in the play-off 
semi-final and final for 
the benefit of the team, 
which only enhanced his 
status among Hoops' 
faithful. 

Youthful 

But the fact is the 
centre-back will turn 38 
in October and 
Hasselbaink is right to 
replace him with a much 
more youthful and 
mobile successor. 

Hill, who suffered a 
cartilage injury last 
November, made only 
13 appearances in the 
2015-16 Championship 
campaign. In the 
previous season which 
resulted in relegation, he 
started only half (19) of 
R's Premier League 
matches. 

On Hill’s departure 
after 185 appearances 
(five goals) in all 
competitions for QPR, 


Hasselbaink said: “If 
Clint was a few years 
younger and could play 
46 games in the 
Championship, it would 
have been a no-brainer to 
keep him. 

“The reality is we do 
not know how many 
games he would be able 
to play next season. For 
me, the next centre-half I 
bring to the club has to 
be able to play 46 games. 

“I am not in a position 
to sign a player who we 
know is not going to be 
able to play Saturday, 
Tuesday, Saturday. It is a 
pity because Clint is a 
competitor and I know he 
is QPR through and 
through. 

“We wish him every 
success and I am 
absolutely sure the fans 
will see him back at this 
club one day as a coach.” 

Faurlin, another 
popular long-serving 
figure who joined in 
2009, leaves after 
making 163 appearances 
for the club. He will be 
30 by the time next 
season starts. His Loftus 


Road career has been 
punctuated by knee 
injuries and despite the 
elegant Argentine’s 
classy touches, 
Hasselbaink appears to 
want younger legs in 
midfield. 

JFH added: “I see Ale 
as a squad player for 
next year but he wants 
to play game after game 
after game, which I 
understand. 

Unfortunately, I am not 
able to give him that 
assurance. From there, 
we have made our 
decision to go our 
separate ways. 

“There are no grudges 
between us. We have 
worked really well 
together and I respect 
him. It is a football 
decision, and a difficult 
one. 

“He has been great to 
deal with. I have had a 
very good working 
relationship with him. 
He was on board with 
what we were trying to 
do this season. Now 
what we are looking to 
do is move to the next 
step. 

“For him, the next step 
is to continue his 
football journey 
elsewhere. We wish him 
the very best for the 
future and thank him 
enormously for his 
efforts. 

“I really wish him a 
good journey. I cannot 
say anything bad about 
him as a guy or as a 
player. The reality is we 
have tough decisions to 


make but it is important 
we are honest with 
everyone when we make 
them.” 

■ QPR have released 
12 players from their 
Elite Development 
Squad this summer. 

Frankie Sutherland, 
who spent the second 
half of the 2015-16 
season on loan at 
Crawley Town, has been 
at the club since the age 
of 10 but departs at the 
end of his latest deal. 

Fellow EDS players 
Michael Anastasiou, 
George Butler, Nathan 
Corkery, James Haran, 
Martin Herdman, 
Andreas Komodikis, 
Leon Lobjoit, Aaron 
Mitchell, Joseph 
N’Guessan, Ben Pattie 
and Harly Wise will also 
leave Loftus Road. 

In addition, Jake 
Mulraney has turned 
down the club’s offer of 
re-engagement and will 
leave in the summer. 

Tom Rosenthal and 
Conor Hudnott are 
similarly out of contract 
but have been offered 
deals to extend their stay 
in W12. 

Meanwhile, Brandon 
Adams, Jeremy Arthur, 
Ruudi Clarke, Gianni 
Crichlow, Dan 
Darbyshire and Jack 
Williams - six members 
of Paul Furlong’s 
Under-18 side - have 
been offered third year 
scholarships. 



■ JIMMY Floyd Hasselbaink made tough calls 



■ NICK Gubbins set Middlesex on their way Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


Gubbins sets pace 

• COUNTY CRICKET ROUND-UP 


■ IN the local derby Championship 
clash which began at the Kia Oval on 
Sunday, Nick Gubbins top-scored for 
Middlesex before a middle-order 
collapse pegged them back against 
Surrey. 

Openers Gubbins and Sam Robson, 
dropped on nine by Kumar Sangakkara, 
made 126 together before Robson (53) 
fell after his fourth 50-plus score this 
summer. 

Gubbins (91) and Dawid Malan (58) 
set the visitors up before the latter was 
caught behind off James Burke (2-56), 
the first of five wickets for 51 runs. 

By lunch on Monday Middlesex were 
all out for 395, with Adam Voges 
weighing in with a useful 47 on his 
return from a head injury. 

But Surrey's hopes of recording their 
first win of the season at the fifth 
attempt suffered a setback when Ravi 
Rampaul, their leading wicket-taker 
this summer, had to retire injured 
midway through an over. 


Middlesex went into the game 
without top order batsman Nick 
Compton and seamer Steven Finn, who 
were both named in the 12-man 
England squad to face Sri Lanka in the 
first Test starting at Headingley this 
Thursday. 

Fourth draw 

Earlier last week, Middlesex had to be 
content with their fourth draw in 
succession after rain ravaged their CC1 
match against Nottinghamshire at 
Lord's, where there was no play 
possible on the third and fourth days. 

Chasing Notts'first innings total of 
354 all out, the hosts were brilliantly 
led by Robson, who was 141 not out, 
while John Simpson had progressed to 
an unbeaten 66 when play was 
abandoned with Middlesex having 
reached 203-3. 

Middlesex will be in CC1 action again 
from this Sunday, when they face 
Somerset at Lord's. 


■ SURREY went into the derby 
game following a heavy defeat to 
Yorkshire by an innings and 20 runs. 

The defending champions romped to 
an unassailable 557-6 before declaring 
at Headingley and bowling out their 
visitors twice. 

Steve Davies and Kumar Sangakkara 
showed most resistance. Davies 


followed his 117 in the first innings 
with 52 second time out, while the Sri 
Lankan run machine contributed 71 
and 63. 

Surrey open their T20 campaign this 
Friday night with a local derby against 
Essex under the lights at Chelmsford, 
before resuming in their four-day CC1 
schedule in Lancashire from Sunday. 


■ CHELSEA from back page 

With that, Terry was then grabbed by the players 
and thrown into the air. 

If, indeed, it was his last contribution as a Blues 
player after 703 appearances spanning almost 18 
years, the speech will cut into the hearts of the 
Chelsea board, who had hoped that they would be 
able to claim the moral high ground. 

Whatever the decision Terry makes - he will meet 
owner Roman Abramovich later this week to finally 
put the saga to bed - he will forever remain captain, 
leader and legend in the hearts of the fans. 

Aluko warns rivals 

■ AT half-time on Sunday, Chelsea’s youth and 
cerebral palsy teams took to the pitch to the 
acclaim of supporters. Both groups had a 
successful trophy-winning season. 

Chelsea Ladies would have been out there 
receiving congratulations, too, had they not fluffed a 
great chance to retain the women's FA Cup. 

In truth, the players simply failed to get going in 
Saturday's final, losing 1-0 to Arsenal in front of a 
record 32,912 at Wembley. 

An 18th minute strike from Danielle Carter was the 
difference between the two rivals. 


It was a defeat that shook the players to the core. 

Star winger Eniola Aluko was fuming at the defeat, 
angry at their performance but she also sent out a 
signal to the rest of the Women’s Super League that, 
despite the cup upset, they are still the team to beat 
this season. 

On Thursday, they face unbeaten leaders 
Manchester City in what is already viewed as a title 
decider. Chelsea are second, three points behind City, 
but the west Londoners are also undefeated and have 
played a game less. 

There are bad feelings between the two sets of 
players that Aluko, 29, says smacks of arrogance 
from the City camp. 

Tone of the game 

Of the Wembley final, the forward said: “I just 
don’t think enough of us turned up, to be honest. I 
think we started slowly, Arsenal had a few chances 
in the first two minutes, that set the tone of the game 
and we just couldn't get back into it. 

“We did not take our chances. We are normally far 
more deadly in front of goal.” 

Chelsea had a great chance to equalise soon after 
going behind but Fran Kirby failed to hit the net. 

“Fran usually takes those chances,” she said. “You 
can’t score every one and Fran did, after all, score 
the goals that got us into the final. It’s tough but it 


just wasn’t our day. 

“I think it’s hard when you are just beaten by a 
better team. Ironically, this is the first time Arsenal 
have beaten us in about two-and-a-half years. 

“It’s frustrating, as every time we have played 
Arsenal in that period, we have dominated and been 
excellent. So maybe it was the occasion that 
overawed us. I'd put my money on it. If we played 
them at their place or ours, we would have won - it 
just wasn’t good enough at Wembley.” 

Aluko was bullish about Chelsea’s prospects of 
retaining their league title and having a serious go at 
winning in Europe. 

“What I will say is that this team has reacted to 
failure (in the past) very well. In 2014, we failed, we 
did not win any trophies, then the next year we did 
the double. So I would say to the rest of the league 
and the rest of Europe, ‘watch out, this team doesn’t 
lie down when we fail, we come back’. 

“It’s the Chelsea way. Failure can be the best thing 
to happen. Complacency is a killer, so losing and 
Arsenal walking up those those steps ... I just 
couldn’t watch, it was awful. For me and for the rest 
of the team, that image has to be imprinted on our 
minds.” 

The tricky winger then rounded on league rivals 
Manchester City. 

“On Thursday, against Man City, we are going to 


come out all guns blazing and hopefully win the 
game.” 

She is also wound up by vibes coming from City 
that they will win and roll them over - something 
Aluko suggests is pure unfounded arrogance. 

“I really don't know where that comes from,” she 
said. “They have absolutely no reason to be arrogant. 
They have won a Continental Cup in two years. Now. 
I have the upmost respect for Man City. I think whal 
they have done for the women's game is fantastic, bul 
I think their arrogance stinks and we have got tc 
make sure we firmly put them in their place. But we 
have got to do it. We can’t talk about it, we have gol 
to do it.” 

Hallmark of winning sides 

It’s that kind of strong-willed determination, a 
refusal to accept second best, that is the hallmark ol 
Chelsea winning sides. 

The youth team have shown it, the women’s team 
have it in bucketfuls. But the men’s senior side - 
which has just completed its worst season since 
1996 - seems to be distinctly lacking it, with the 
singular exception of John Terry. 

Will he be at Stamford Bridge next season to instil 
that winning formula once more? We will know latei 
this week for certain. 
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Terry torn 
on future 



I HAPPIER times for John Terry, celebrating with Diego Costa Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


J OHN Terry is torn between the love 
of the Chelsea fans, the thought that 
he could still perform at the highest 
level for Blues next season and accepting 
a mind-boggling offer of a two-year deal 
with a top Chinese club. 

An emotional Terry simply does not know whether 
:o say yes to or reject an eleventh hour offer from 
Chelsea to stay in SW6 for another season. 

The sensational developments started on Friday, 
vhen Terry and his agent Paul Nicholls met with the 
dub’s top brass, chairman Bruce Buck and director 
Vlarina Granovskaia. 

It was expected that the final nail in his Chelsea 
;areer would be hammered in. 

Terry had revealed in January that the club were not 
^oing to offer him a new deal. 

That revelation had the double-pronged effect of 
ilerting possible suitors for his talent and piling on 
pressure from fans who want Chelsea to keep him. 
Until last week, that position had not changed. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

But as Sunday’s final game of the season against 
Premier League champions Leicester City loomed, 
and with a possible fans’ revolt against the hierarchy 
and Roman Abramovich in particular looking 
increasingly likely, Chelsea took the decision to volley 
the issue back into Terry’s court. 

Slash his salary 

The club’s extraordinary U-turn meant that they 
would offer Terry a one-year deal that would slash his 
current salary of £200k a week down to a relatively 
paltry £55k but, more significantly, reduce his playing 
time - effectively ending his career. 

The counter offer from China is believed to be in the 
region of £300k a week, with significant add-ons for 
playing time and a fair few free first-class return 
tickets back to the UK. 

Terry, 35, has already travelled to China to 



familiarise himself with 
the climate and culture 
and, if he took the 
exceptional deal, he would 
take his family there too. 

LWN Sport understands 
that while Terry believes 
the cash offer from 
Chelsea is derisory, he is 

firmly of the view that he could prove to new manager 
Antonio Conte that he is still the best centre-back at 
the club, despite the expected new partnership of Kurt 
Zouma and Gary Cahill. 

Terry can justifiably argue that this season’s most 
effective centre-back pairing was the one he shared 
with Zouma, which at one point saw Cahill cut adrift 
and concerned that his Chelsea career was in doubt. 
Cahill only seriously returned to the fold following 
Zouma’s season-ending injury. 

Terry spent Sunday at Stamford Bridge fully visible. 
He popped into the press room, sat in the dug-out and 
in the 26th minute (the same number as his shirt) stood 
up to applaud a cheering stadium who had called out 
his name and demanded that he stay. 

The match against Leicester City was a sideshow, the 
1-1 draw - Cesc Fabregas’ 67th minute penalty 
cancelled out by Danny Drinkwater’s equaliser eight 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Parker extends contract 


F ORMER Fulham defender Tony Gale has 
defended the club's decision last week 
to extend captain Scott Parker's 
contract until the summer of 2017. 

Parker, one of the top earners at Craven 
Cottage, will be 36 next October and was 
widely expected to leave SW6 after three 
seasons with Whites. 

But writing for www.fulhamfc.com, Gale said: 

"I was pleased to see that Scott Parker signed a 
one-year extension. I like Scotty, he's a nice lad. 
It's important to have good pros in and around 
the club, that's what it's all about. 

"So as good as he is, I don't think Scott's been 
signed to another year just for his play. He's also 
been signed to have around the place, which is 
very wise because you need good pros who 
have been there, seen it, done it, and you need 
pros who reacted in the way that he did 
towards the end of the season. I don't think it 
was any coincidence that he was playing in the 
side when we had that good run of results that 
pretty much made us safe. 

"You can tell he's got the respect of the players 
in the changing room and you can't 
underestimate the influence that good pros 


have on young kids coming through. Scotty's a 
top pro, there's no doubt about it, so it's a good 
signing." 

The Lambeth-born former Charlton, Chelsea, 
Newcastle United, West Ham and Spurs 
midfielder missed the early part of last season 
after undergoing ankle surgery in the summer. 

And by the time he did return to a struggling 
side in mid-winter, Kit Symons had been sacked 
and Slavisa Jokanovic was about to be 
appointed. 

Manage 

"When I first came back into the team we had 
to manage the amount of minutes I played," 
recalled Parker, capped 18 times by England at 
senior level. "After 70 minutes I'd have to come 
off and very rarely did I play two games in a 
week. 

"But as the season went on my ankle started 
to feel pretty good and I was playing Saturday- 
Tuesday-Saturday, which was brilliant for me 
and, to be fair, quite a shock. 

"When you've had a big injury and been out 
for a while there's always doubt in your head, 


especially at my age. There was a big question 
mark against me, so to come back and help the 
team was very pleasing." 

Parker, who joined Fulham from Tottenham in 
August 2013, admits: "It’s been a pretty 
disappointing season for all of us and, apart 
from the London derby wins against QPR, there 
haven't been many highlights. 

"It's been two years in this league after 
coming out of the Premier League and we've 
fallen short by some way. We have to learn from 
our mistakes and learn what the Championship 
is all about." 

In a letter to the fans after putting pen to 
paper, Parker stated: "I'm delighted to have 
signed an extension with the club. We are all 
confident that we can make next season a 
better one, so I do hope you'll join me and the 
boys again at Craven Cottage for 2016-17." 

Fulham have also confirmed that Jesse 
Joronen's contract has been extended until 
June 2017. Joronen, who has made four first 
team appearances for Whites, joined League 
Two Stevenage on loan last season before a 
thigh injury in November brought the Finland 
international's time there to a premature end. 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


minutes from time - a symbol of interim manager 
Guus Hiddink’s tenure. Hiddink won just one league 
match in five months since replacing Jose Mourinho 
in January. No, this occasion was all about Terry. 

As the players took a somewhat embarrassing lap of 
appreciation at the end of a trophy-less season that saw 
the deposed champions finish 10th, Terry - who was 
suspended for the match - took the microphone and 
gave a much anticipated speech that is worth 
recapping in full. 

He said: “First and foremost from me I’d like to wish 
Claudio Ranieri, the Leicester team and the Leicester 
fans congratulations from me. I’m delighted Leicester 
have won it and I’m just glad Tottenham haven’t. 

“For us Chelsea fans, this season’s been a difficult 
one. It’s not been us, we’ve not been at our best and 
we are where we deserve to be in the league. From the 
supporters’ point of view, you’ve stuck with us 
through thick and thin. 

“We’ve had some great times in recent years and 
you’ve been a big part of that. 

“Not only myself, but all the players thank you for 
the support this year, because at times we’ve all 
accepted we’ve not been good enough. 

“But I can assure you, we’ll be back next year and 
we’ll be fighting for this title. 

“On a personal note, I’d like to thank everyone as 
well. In early season it’s been tough for me, very 
emotional and the support over recent weeks . . . 
(welling up, he paused).” 

Most of the 41,494 crowd chanted Terry’s name 
before he continued: “Chelsea is my life, just like it is 
yours. You’ve been a big part of the best moments in 
my life in this stadium. From myself and all the 
players I’d like to say a big thank you. 

“Just before I sign off I'd like to say a huge thank you 
to Guus Hiddink. A great man for what he's done for 
this football club before and he's come back and done 
it again. He's picked us up. 

“He's just a real honest and great man. Again, from 
the players we thank him, Steve Holland, Eddie 
(Newton), all the staff, because they're doing 
fantastic.” 

(Crowd sing: “John Terry, we want you stay”.) 

“We all want the same thing. I’ve said for a very long 
time I want to be here for the rest of my career. I want 
to finish my career here. We’ll have a few days and 
we’ll be speaking to the club. Listen, I want to stay. 
The club knows that, the fans know that. 

“I just want to say well done to the young boys as 
well. Tammy (Abraham) and Fikayo (Tomori), you’ve 
been fantastic, Ruben (Loftus-Cheek) as well. Let’s 
hope we can keep producing these young boys and get 
them on the pitch in the first team. Thank you again. 
You’ve been unbelievable for me personally and for 
the team as well. On behalf of the whole squad, thank 
you very much.” 

■ Continued on page 27 


Tough calls for Rangers boss - page 27 
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“If you want to fit in at Latymer you 
just have to be yourself ” 

Daphne, Year 10 



Generous bursaries are available for bright children at 
11+ and 16+ entry and range from 25% to 100% of fees 


Come and visit us 

11+ Open Days for 2017 entry: 

Saturdays 10 September and 8 October 

16+ Open Evening for 2017 entry: Wednesday 28 September 

Tickets required. Please book via our website 
www.latymer-upper.org or talk to us on: 020 7993 0063 










Free places at top 
private school 


Botti and bird in Wot 1 x*tdun. 
David Goodhcw w** no stranger ro 
1 lunmcrsmith when he moved hack 
to hts old manor a* Head of one of 
the country'* top independent 
»clMx>h - Larymer Upper School 
Now in prwr for almost four yean 
he's proud of what has pupils and 
staff continue to achieve. With 
i mr« landing rum result*, excellent 
teaching, fantastic facilities and a 
network of outrench partnervh^* 
mo«t independent school* can only 
dream of, irt no surprise that 
Latymer Upper is lamdnci'* Lading 
hiih co-educntM inol school 

a It*§ wonderful that we 
have more than 100 
children here on a 
bursary at Latymer - the 
vast majority of those 
being on a free place.” 

Goodhew * own education ha* 
influenced his ambitions far the 
School His journey may have taken 
him from local comprehensive 
school bo reading Classics in the 
ivory towers of Oxford University, 
but he hasn't forgotten his roots. He 
feeh .mutely that the financial 
background of a bright child should 
not toon a barrier against entry in 

Latimer. 

•One aspect ttiai mini IK attracted 
me to latymer wras its bursary 
programme, which has benefited 
thousands of children during its long 
hiitory - including the young .Man 
Rickman and Hugh (sum. If a child 
docs well in our entrance exam and 
interview, but can't pay fur cither all - 
or pan - of the fee*, we offer them a 
human These huixatics range hum 



FEE. ASSISTANCE: David Goodhow 
opom tha door* at Latymar Uppat 


25% to lOT o fee assurance, which 
means we con help a wide range of 
families with differing needs. 

And It is this that sets Latymer apart 
(him the crowd. As an academically 
selective, hut socially incluxtve 
school Goodhew believes in the 
importance of a ‘rounded' education 
He explains; 

"Latymer pupils have their feet firmly 
nn the ground and are in touch with 
the real world, which *» partly due «u 
our diverte mix of student*. A child 
who is educated alongside those 
from different cultural and social 
backgrounds undoubtedly benefits 
from an awareness of other views 
and perspect iv es on life thar can only 
enrich their lives and those around 
diem. 

"Ir's wonderful that we have more 
than 100 children here an a bursary 
at latymer the vast maturity of 
those being on a free place, Bur we 
want to do more. Our next goal is to 
double the bursary figures by our 
400* anniversary, m 2024. It's on 
ambitious duflenge, but one we 
believe will benefit all our pupils * 
both bursary and non bursary 
recipients.'' 
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Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wednesday 28 September 


100% bursaries available at 16+ entry 


The Sixth Form at Latymer Upper - one of the 
largest in London - is exciting and innovative and 
combines intellectual challenge, strong pastoral 
support and a wealth of extra-curricular activities. 

The range of subjects is wide, embracing all the 
core subjects along with a number of other choices 
such as the Pre-U, Extended Project, Art History, 
Politics, Economics, Philosophy, Greek, Economics. 
Classical Civilisation, Product Design and 
Photography. We can accommodate almost any 
combination of subjects. 

If your initial application (which includes a school 
report, reference and personal statement) is 
successful you'll be invited for interview on 
Saturday 26 November and offers will be made in 
early December. 

Acceptance will be dependent on you achieving a 
minimum of 8 or 9 GCSEs including Mathematics 
and English with A or A* grades in the subjects that 
you wish to study at A level, or in a related subject 
where the proposed course is in a new subject 


To find out more, come along to our Open Evening to 
meet our current Sixth Form students and teachers. 

Tickets required. Please book via our website 
www.latymer-upper.org or talk to us on: 020 7993 0063 


King Street, Hammersmith, London, W6 9LR. www.latymer-upper.org 
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Generous bursaries for bright children are available at 7+ entry 

Come and visit us at an Open Morning to meet our 
pupils and teachers and to have a tour 

Open Mornings take place in the Autumn Term 
Academically selective: 7+ entry assessment in January 

Visit our website to find out more about us: www.latymerprep.org 

To book a place on an Open Morning please contact the Registrar: 
Tel: 0207 993 0061 or email: registrar(a)latymerprep.org 

36 Upper Mall, Hammersmith. London W6 9TA. www.latymerprep.org 








